
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

A Service of Worship 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

August 16, 2020, 10:10 a.m.  

WE GATHER 

PRELUDE Jesus Loves Me arr. Jason Payne 

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH  Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

One:     The Lord be with you. 

All:       And also with you.   

INTROIT Gather Us In Marty Haugen  

CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl 

One:  How good is it when we gather in love, in body or in spirit, 

Many:  How beautiful is this body of Christ! 

One:  How good is it when we gather in mercy and grace, 

Many:  How beautiful is the love we share that keeps us connected!  

 



HYMN  All People That on Earth Do Dwell 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

Forgiving God, you know when we withhold forgiveness. Merciful one, you know when we 

are not merciful. Gracious Christ, you know when we are stingy with your grace. Acceptor 

and Lover of all, you know when we reject and exclude. Forgive us and reclaim us. 

Strengthen us with your Spirit of love, that we may offer forgiveness and compassion in the 

pursuit of your love. In your mercy and grace, we pray. (silence) 

Leader:  Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our 

Redeemer. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE    Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

RESPONSE OF PRAISE   Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 



WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACK TAGS   

Clara Guzman: Heavenly God, we come to you this school year with confusion, heavy hearts, 

frustration, and sadness.  It isn’t what any of us expected nor wanted. But we know that in You, 

we have hope. And we know that You can turn our sorrows into joy. So, with that in mind, we 

bring to you our concerns, needs and petitions, knowing that you will hear us and respond… 

Daniel Bayer: We lift up to you, God, all the children who will be going to school online or who 

will be home schooled. We pray that they feel loved and connected. We pray for motivation, so 

that they are able to learn the material presented to them and we ask for your blessings upon 

them while they struggle with limited social interaction opportunities. Hear our prayer… 

Adeline Bayer: Lord, we pray for all the children who will be learning in person. We pray you 

watch over them and we ask that you help them be responsible, good listeners and good 

learners. We know we are asking things of our children that we have never asked before, help 

them be flexible and to adapt. Hear our prayer…  

Oliver Bayer: We also pray for those children who will be learning in yet a different way – online 

and in person. This new way of learning we know will be confusing and difficult at first. Help 

these children have patience and help them have compassion for themselves, their classmates 

and their teachers. Hear our prayer…  

Donna Brown: Counselor God, we want to name our children and youth who have specific needs 

– physically, mentally, socially or emotionally. This pandemic has been especially hard on them 

and their families. Every child is different but you know their needs and what is best for 

them. Help these families make the right decisions for their child and help these children 

overcome the hurdles that have been placed in front of them. God, with your help, these children 

and families can excel. Hear our prayer…  

Matt Brown: God, please be with the parents at this time as they struggle to not only be parents, 

but also teachers and counselors. We see them juggling multiple responsibilities – including 

their children, their marriages and their jobs. We see them deliberating and weighing all the 

options for their children and families. They are having to make decisions they never thought 

they would have to make. God, please give them guidance in their decision making and peace 

of mind.  Hear our prayer…   

Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl: God, we also want to lift up our college students. These young adults 

that are ready to leave the nest, to be on their own and to be independent. This isn’t what they 

wanted, what they were expecting or what they need. Please guide them through this transition 

– whether it be online, at home, on campus or something in between. Give them strength, give 

them an open mind so they can learn and give them peace in whatever situation they find 

themselves in. Help this obstacle strengthen them and not overwhelm them. Hear our prayer…  

Whitney Bayer: Lastly God, we want to pray for our teachers and administrators. Our teachers 

who are overwhelmed and our administrators that are struggling with tough decisions. This is 

unfamiliar territory for them and they are being asked to do things that they are not trained to 

do, not prepared for and not equipped to handle. But with your help, they will. We know they 

will because of their love and dedication for our children and youth. God grant them wisdom. 

We also pray for patience…patience with the children, parents, and their coworkers. We ask 

that you give them peace of mind. And we pray that when school starts and chaos ensues, that 



they will be the voice of calm and reassurance that our children desperately need. Hear our 

prayer…  

Rebecca Guzman: We bless our Backpack Tags today, that each tag may represent the love you 

have for each of your children. We bless these tags, that they may remind each of us that we all 

are a family, walking this road together, supporting one another. Hear our prayer... 

Clara Guzman: Thank you, God, these are our prayers and what is on our hearts and minds. We 

pray that your loving arms are wrapped around everyone this school year, helping them feel 

loved and safe. Hear the names lifted up to you out loud and in silence. In Jesus’ name we 

pray.  Amen. 

CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT     Rebecca Guzman 

1. If you have not already, find whatever bag you are going to use for school this year—even 

if it’s a bag that will stay at home. Make sure to get a tag today at Walk Through 

Communion to put on your bag to remind you that you are loved. 

2. Cut some paper into strips and choose one person who lives with you. Write or draw things 

that you love about this person—one thing on each strip. Turn the strips into a paper chain 

and give it to the person. Let them undo one strip each day and watch how your words and 

drawings make a difference in their days! 

3. Think of a time when someone’s words really helped you. Maybe you were feeling left 

out, and someone asked you to play with them. Maybe you had had a hard day, and a parent 

reminded you that they love you. Draw a picture of what happened. 

4. Journal, considering the following questions: 

a. The Old Testament had many cleanliness rules, including rules about what one 

should eat and not eat. I wonder what the crowd’s reaction was when Jesus said that 

it didn’t matter what they ate? 

b. Now that Jesus caught their attention, he now tells them what does matter – and 

that is our words. I wonder what he means by this. Do words matter for us today? 

c. How does the way we speak to other people reflect who we are? 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  Dr. Brown 

READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT  Hosea 6:6 

For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.  

READING FROM THE GOSPELS   Matthew 15:1-2, 10-20 

Then Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said, "Why do your disciples break 

the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands before they eat." Then he called the 

crowd to him and said to them, "Listen and understand: it is not what goes into the mouth that 

defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles." Then the disciples approached 

and said to him, "Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?" 

He answered, "Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them 

alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into 

a pit." But Peter said to him, "Explain this parable to us." Then he said, "Are you also still without 

understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out 

into the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 

For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 

These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile."  



One: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON Outcome Dr. Brown 

 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)  The Apostles’ Creed

  Rev. Whitney Bayer 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his 

only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day 

he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in 

the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Rev. Bayer 

. . . “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.” Amen. 

TIME FOR OFFERINGS AND REFLECTION 

 It Is Well  arr. Mark Hayes 

  Nancy Lucas, piano; Zach Bowyer, organ 

Online giving option: As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the 

ministries of SMPC using your mobile device by texting SMPC to 73256 or giving online 

at   https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=138679 

Please remit all giving and financial correspondence to:  P. O. Box 79321, Charlotte, NC  28271 

DOXOLOGY       

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise Him 

above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)  Dr. Brown 

Gracious Lord, you have proclaimed our potential to be channels of living water. Yet, we 

know that is only possible through the power of your Spirit within us. Therefore, we offer 

our whole selves to you in the hope that the water may flow and your kingdom be nourished 

for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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WE GO OUT TO SERVE 

HYMN Lord, I Want to Be a Christian   

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION   Dr. Brown 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,  

I can feel his mighty power and his grace.   

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.   

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.   



Surely the presence of the Lord is in our hearts, 

We can feel the bond of family though we’re apart. 

We will go and do the work of God as from worship we depart. 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in our hearts.  Amen. 

POSTLUDE Toccata in C Major  Johann Pachelbel 

 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,  

License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 
Our Mission . . . to seek God’s will for our lives, 

joyfully responding to the Good News of Jesus Christ with Love and Grace. 

Join us for Walk-Through Communion today! Drop by the Sanctuary today between 11:30 

a.m.– 12:30 p.m. or 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. for the Celebration of the Lord’s Supper. Walking 

through the progression of stations takes about five minutes. We would love to see you! 

Stop by Coffee Grounds ONLINE after worship today! After streaming our worship service 

live, join us anytime between 11:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. to see familiar faces and perhaps meet 

someone new. We will make sure you have time to get to Walk-Through Communion. Email 

Nancy Metzler, nancy@smpchome.org for the Zoom ID#. 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

 Rev. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor of Congregational Care 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist 

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Rev. Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl, Director of Youth Ministry 

 Nancy Lucas, guest pianist 

 A/V: Brad Alford and Joanna Alford 

We light a candle in worship today celebrating the birth of Samuel Eric Gold Hartman on 

August 9. Congratulations to parents Brenton and Stephanie Hartman! 

In this time of social distancing, we want to stay connected with you! If you don’t receive our 

weekly email, generally sent out on Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of 

Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. This email contains information about 

upcoming worship services and church activities, as well as messages from our pastors and staff. 

Also, check us out on Facebook: www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian.  This link 

works even if you don’t have a Facebook account, and you can view photos, videos, and other 

church communications. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church?  Through the gift of technology 

our Session will gather to welcome new members August 23 at 11:30 a.m. Please consider joining 

our church family in this nontraditional yet meaningful way. To learn more, contact Nancy 

Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839.  

mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
http://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org


CONGREGATIONAL NOTES (as of August 12, 2020) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Our students, parents, teachers, and administrators as school starts this week. 

• Our church, our community, our country, and the world as we face this world-wide pandemic. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  prayer@SMPChome.org. 

There will be a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, August 23 at 11:15 a.m. for the purpose of 

electing congregational representatives to the Nominating Committee.  

 

Church office:  704-544-0404 Preschool office:  704-544-9831 

 

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 980-265-2834 

 matt@smpchome.org 

Rev. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor of Congregational Care 980-265-2835 

 whitney@smpchome.org  

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist 980-265-2838 

 zach@smpchome.org  

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 980-265-2837 

 rebecca@smpchome.org 

Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection 980-265-2839 

 nancy@smpchome.org 

Donna Rogers, Director of Communications  980-265-2831 

 donna.rogers@smpchome.org 

Freda H. Smith, Property Administrator 980-265-2843 

 freda@smpchome.org 

Rev. Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl, Director of Youth Ministry 980-265-2836 

 jessica@smpchome.org 

Mary Katheryne Zagora, Business Administrator 980-265-2840 

 mkzagora@smpchome.org 

Carol Watkins, Director of SMPC Preschool 980-265-2845 

 carol.watkins@smpchome.org 
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