
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

A Service of Worship 

Third Sunday in Lent 

March 7, 2021, 10:10 a.m.  

WE GATHER 

PRELUDE Be Thou My Vision Traditional Irish 

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH  Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

One:     The Lord be with you. 

All:       And also with you.   

INTROIT  Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days  Day’s Psalter 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Rebecca Guzman 

(Liturgy adapted from liturgy by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org) 

One: Again and again, 

All: We come to worship. 

One: Again and again, 

All: We gather, though apart. 

One: Again and again, 

All: We move closer to God. 

One: And again and again, 



All: God is here. 

One: We are met. 

All: We are heard. 

One: We are shown the way. 

All: So again and again, 

 Let us worship holy God. 

HYMN  Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation (verses 1 and 3) 

 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  Rebecca Guzman 

(Prayer by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org) 

God of Justice,  

We are guilty of building tables. 

We have built tables that oppression dines on, 

Bigotry thrives on, and xenophobia lives on. 

God of Justice, 

We are guilty of forgetting where we are, 

Of turning faith into a negotiation tool 

And the church into a place for insiders. 

God of Justice, 

We are guilty of ignoring the point; 



For you taught that the temple was for worship 

And your message was for all. 

God of our hearts, 

Be in our decision making. 

Draw near to our choices. 

Forgive our mistakes. 

And as you do, 

Flip every table, habit, belief, or point of view that needs adjusting. 

With hope we pray for a better day. (silence) 

One:  Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our 

Redeemer. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE  Rebecca Guzman 

RESPONSE OF PRAISE  Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

   WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 

CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT  Rebecca Guzman 

1. The Sankofa bird is a symbol for the Akan people of Ghana. The bird is reaching back to 

retrieve an egg from its back, representing how the Akans seek to carry wisdom gleaned from 

the past into the future. Color the Sankofa. What wisdom have you already learned, no matter 

your age, that you can carry forward with you?  

2. Do you have a storybook where one of the characters becomes very angry? Some examples 

are Three Little Monkeys or Mad Isn’t Bad. In our story today, Jesus gets very angry. Anger 

isn’t always bad—sometimes anger helps us know when something isn’t right. See if you can 

find a book on your bookshelf that shows “good mad.” 

3. Draw a picture of Jesus flipping the tables in the temple! What do you think it looked like? 

What would you have seen? Heard? Smelled? Tasted? Felt? 

4. Journal, considering the following: 

a. Are there things that make you angry? Do you think any of those things make God angry 

too? 

b. Have you heard this story before? What does it make you think about Jesus? 

c. If you were in this story, who do you think you would be? 

SPECIAL MUSIC All Good Gifts Stephen Schwartz 

 Patti Kelly and Zach Bowyer 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  Dr. Brown 

READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT  Psalm 19:1-4 

The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. Day to day 

pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge. There is no speech, nor are there words; 

their voice is not heard; yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of 

the world. 

https://mediad.publicbroadcasting.net/p/kumd/files/styles/x_large/public/201904/Sankofa-Logo-Vector.png


READING FROM THE GOSPELS   John 2:13-21 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found people 

selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of 

cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the 

coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. He told those who were selling the doves, 

"Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father's house a marketplace!" His disciples 

remembered that it was written, "Zeal for your house will consume me." The Jews then said to 

him, "What sign can you show us for doing this?" Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and 

in three days I will raise it up." The Jews then said, "This temple has been under construction for 

forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?" But he was speaking of the temple of his 

body. 

One: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON Chaos at the Kiosks Dr. Brown 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison) The Apostles’ Creed 

  Rev. Whitney Bayer 

I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his 

only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day 

he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in 

the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Rev. Bayer 

. . . “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.” Amen. 

TIME FOR OFFERINGS AND REFLECTION   

 By Your Side  Stephen Schwartz 

 Patti Kelly and Zach Bowyer 

Give online at https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=138679 or text SMPC to 73256. 

Please remit all giving and financial correspondence to:  P. O. Box 79321, Charlotte, NC  28271. 

DOXOLOGY   

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise Him 

above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)  Dr. Brown 

Sovereign Lord, with these gifts and through our lives may we reflect the generosity of your 

love and our gratitude. May Jesus Christ be praised. Amen. 

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=138679


WE GO OUT TO SERVE 
HYMN Lord! I Want to Be a Christian (verses 1 and 2) 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  Dr. Brown 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   

Christ be beside me; Christ be before me; Christ be behind me, King of my heart. 

Christ be within me; Christ be below me; Christ be above me, never to part. 

POSTLUDE Psalm 19 Benedetto Marcello 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 



WORSHIP NOTES 
Our Mission . . . to seek God’s will for our lives, 

joyfully responding to the Good News of Jesus Christ with Love and Grace. 

We light a candle in worship today celebrating the birth of Henry James Metzler on March 1st, 

son of Andrew and Jessica Metzler and grandson of Charlie and Nancy Metzler. 

Stop by Coffee Grounds ONLINE after worship today! After streaming our worship service 

live, join us anytime between 11:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. to see familiar faces and perhaps meet 

someone new. Email Nancy Metzler, nancy@smpchome.org, for the Zoom ID#. 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor  

 Rev. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist 

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 A/V Teams: Kari Case and Xander Case; Brad Alford and Joanna Alford  

 

In this time of social distancing, we want to stay connected with you! If you don’t receive our 

weekly email, sent out on Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and 

Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. This email contains information about upcoming worship 

services and church activities, as well as messages from our pastors and staff. Also, check us out 

on Facebook: www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian. This link works even if you 

don’t have a Facebook account, and you can view photos, videos, and other church 

communications. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church?  Through the gift of technology 

our Session will gather to welcome new members on Sunday, March 28 at 11:30 a.m. Please 

consider joining our church family in this nontraditional yet meaningful way. To learn more, 

contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-

265-2839. 

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES (as of March 4, 2021) 

Remember in Prayer 

• All those in our congregation and community managing COVID-19. 

• Our church, our community, our country, and the world as we face this world-wide 

pandemic. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  prayer@SMPChome.org. 
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Church Office Hours: Monday – Thursday, 9:00 – 5:00; Friday, closed 

Church office:  704-544-0404 Preschool office:  704-544-9831 

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 980-265-2834 

 matt@smpchome.org 

Rev. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor of Congregational Care 980-265-2835 

 whitney@smpchome.org  

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist 980-265-2838 

 zach@smpchome.org  

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 980-265-2837 

 rebecca@smpchome.org 

Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection 980-265-2839 

 nancy@smpchome.org 

Donna Rogers, Director of Communications  980-265-2831 

 donna.rogers@smpchome.org 

Freda H. Smith, Property Administrator 980-265-2843 

 freda@smpchome.org 

Rev. Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl, Director of Youth Ministry 980-265-2836 

 jessica@smpchome.org 

Mary Katheryne Zagora, Business Administrator 980-265-2840 

 mkzagora@smpchome.org 

Carol Watkins, Director of SMPC Preschool 980-265-2845 

 carol.watkins@smpchome.org 
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