
 

South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church Plan for Nursery  

May 2021 

South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church remains committed to providing safe and loving nursery care as 

we begin to offer nursery during in-person worship. We are continuously monitoring the latest 

developments in and around our community. Furthermore, we are using the same COVID-19 protocols 

that were developed by our weekday SMPC Preschool and approved by SMPC’s Reopening Task Force 

with emphasis on the information provided by our federal, state, and local guidelines.  

While we cannot guarantee COVID-19 will not occur at SMPC, know we are doing everything that we can 

to ensure a safe and healthy environment for your child while maintaining a developmentally 

appropriate environment of hospitable care for young children.  

Capacity  

Only pre-registered children will be allowed to attend nursery so that proper staff and space can be 

prepared. Parents will sign up their children as a part of their own registration for Sunday in-person 

worship for a particular week.  

Nursery Care will be provided in two rooms—an infant/crawler room and a toddlers/twos/threes room. 

Each room will be staffed by two SMPC nursery staff. 

Health Screening for COVID-19 Illness or Exposure 

When deciding to attend in-person worship and bring your child to Nursery, a good rule of thumb is: 

Would you want someone with your child’s symptoms visiting your home? If not, please keep your child 

home with you. 

All nursery staff are expected to self-screen for any symptoms of COVID-19 before coming to work and 

to stay home if they are sick. 

Any nursery staff or child who has any of the following signs or symptoms of possible COVID-19 will not 

be allowed to stay in the nursery: fever or feeling feverish, a temperature greater than 99 degrees F, 

new cough, difficulty breathing, sore throat, muscle aches or body aches, vomiting or diarrhea, or new 

loss of taste or smell.  

Any nursery staff or child who has been diagnosed with COVID-19 should isolate for 10 days from the 

onset of their symptoms, or the date of their positive COVID -19 test and should not return until they 

have been fever free without the use of fever reducing medicine for at least 24 hours and have 

improving symptoms.  

Any nursery staff or child who has been in close contact with another person known or suspected to be 

infected with COVID-19 should quarantine and not attend nursery for 14 days from their last known 

exposure.  

If a child presents a fever or other symptoms of illness while in Nursery, they will be removed from the 

room and parents contacted by text to come and take their child home. The well children will move to 



another indoor location until the end of worship. Parents are expected to have their phones available to 

receive texts during worship. 

Nursery staff or children attending nursery who test positive or have a close contact situation are asked 

to notify Rebecca Guzman, the Director of Spiritual Formation, as soon as possible afterward so 

appropriate protocols can be determined. Nursery staff and parents of children attending these 

programs will be notified that there is a confirmed case, but names will not be disclosed.  

 

Preventative Health Measures  

South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church is committed to providing our families with a clean 

environment. While this is already an SMPC “Best Practice,” we will continue with our daily protocols 

while adding some extra steps to help facilitate a good experience for all. This will include:  

All staff will have training on appropriate cleaning and disinfection, hand hygiene, respiratory etiquette 

and at-risk factors.  

Hand sanitizing stations are located at all drop off doors. There will also be stations throughout the 

preschool/nursery wing in high traffic areas.  

Frequent handwashing (upon entering the classroom, before and after handling food or drinks, diaper 

changes and assisting children with the potty, etc.).  

Soft-surface and other hard to clean items will be removed from the room.  

Children are asked not to bring toys from home  

The Nursery will not provide any food. Parents are encouraged to limit snacks if possible and provide 

any drinks or snacks that their child will need during their time in the nursery.   

Frequent disinfecting of bathrooms including sanitizing between users. These duties will be completed 

by nursery staff.  

Windows and doors (where possible) will be kept open to allow for increased air circulation.  

All nursery rooms will be cleaned thoroughly by our contracted cleaning service. They will not be used 

by other groups during the week.  

Nursery staff will be responsible for cleaning items that have been handled by children using a several 

step process. 

When dropping children off and picking up children for nursery, parents are encouraged to stay outside 

of the door to the room.  

No volunteers will be used, until further notice.  

 

 

 



Nursery Process for Families 

The nursery will be available for the in-person 10:10 am worship service only until further notice.  

The nursery will open at 9:50 am. Parents are asked to enter through the main entrance of the Palmer 

Building and turn right to drop off in the nursery prior to the beginning of worship. The toddlers/2s/3s 

nursery has been moved to Room 103 so that it is just across the hall from the infant nursery. 

If you are dropping off in the toddlers/2s/3s room, please take your child to the bathroom prior to drop 

off to wash hands and use the restroom (if potty-trained). If your child is not potty trained, please 

change their diaper just before you leave the house for worship.  

The doors to the building will be locked at 10:10 am. If parents need to access the nursery during 

worship, they should knock on the breezeway doors. 

Parents will return using the doors on the breezeway, which will be unlocked at 11:00 am. 

Children 3 months to 3 years old are welcome in the nursery. Children ages 4 and older are invited to 

worship and can attend Children’s Worship. 

Nursery staff will wear masks at all times. Children attending nursery will not be required to wear masks, 

but parents may choose to have their children wear them.  

 

Thank you for your flexibility and adaptability as we work to make our SMPC Nursery programs as 

safe as possible. 


