
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

A Service of Worship 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 2, 2020, 10:10 a.m.  

WE GATHER 

PRELUDE My Shepherd Will Supply My Need  arr. by John Carter 

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH  Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

One:     The Lord be with you. 

All:       And also with you.   

INTROIT Take This Moment John L. Bell  

  Iona Abbey Music Book 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Rebecca Guzman 

One:  Come, all who are hungry and thirsty. 

Many:  The Lord will provide for our needs. 

One:  Come this day to the table of the Lord. 

Many:  Here we will find welcome and sustenance. 

One:  Come to this time of gathering and praise. 

All:  Lord, we come with open hearts and spirits to receive your gracious gift of love. 



HYMN  Fairest Lord Jesus 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  Rebecca Guzman 

God, You call us to step out in faith, to place our lives in Your hands, and to wholeheartedly 

commit to following You. We confess that we find this difficult to do. It is not always easy to 

follow where You lead— to turn away from our own personal wants and desires, to let go of 

our safety nets and trust that You will provide for us in all things. Forgive us when we doubt 

You, God. Increase our faith. Open our eyes to see past our own interests and concerns to 

Your broader vision for us and for our world.  (silence) 

Leader:  Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our 

 Redeemer. Amen. 



ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE     Rebecca Guzman 

RESPONSE OF PRAISE   Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 

CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT     Rebecca Guzman 

1. Think about what you have that you could share with others. Use your play-doh or clay to 

create a few. 

2. Food Insecure means that a person doesn’t always know where their next meal is coming 

from. The pandemic has increased the number of people dealing with food insecurity in 

America. Check out this map of the impact of the coronavirus on food insecurity in 

America or google it yourself. Pray about what you could do to help someone who is 

hungry. 

3. What does it mean to be “fed?” Is it always about food? What other things does God feed 

you? Draw some of them on a piece of paper. 

4. Journal, considering the following questions: 

a. I wonder what you liked best about this story? 

b. I wonder what made you ask questions? 

c. I wonder how much food it would take to feed 5,000 people? 

d. I wonder if it is a miracle that they could feed so many people? 

e. This story about Jesus feeding people food. I wonder what other things Jesus gives 

us?  

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  Dr. Brown 

READINGS FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT  Exodus 16:2-4a 

The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the 

wilderness.  The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land 

of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into 

this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”  Then the LORD said to Moses, “I am 

going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall go out and gather enough 

for that day.  

READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT   Matthew 14:13-21 

Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But 

when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he 

saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. When it was evening, the 

disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds 

away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.”  Jesus said to them, “They 

need not go away; you give them something to eat.”  They replied, “We have nothing here but five 

loaves and two fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to me.”  Then he ordered the crowds to sit 

down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed 

and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the 

https://www.feedingamericaaction.org/the-impact-of-coronavirus-on-food-insecurity/


crowds.  And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, 

twelve baskets full.  And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and 

children. 

One: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON Blessed Bother Dr. Brown 

 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)  The Apostle’s Creed

  Rev. Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only 

Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness 

of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

. . . “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.” Amen. 

TIME FOR OFFERINGS AND REFLECTION 

 As the Deer  Martin Nystrom  

  arr. Douglas E. Wagner 

Online giving option:  As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the 

ministries of SMPC using your mobile device by texting SMPC to 73256 or give online 

at   https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=138679 

Please remit all giving and financial correspondence to:  P. O. Box 79321, Charlotte, NC  28271 

DOXOLOGY       

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise Him 

above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)  Dr. Brown 

Holy One, receive these offerings as you receive our lives.  Gather our false starts and 

uncertain efforts, our generosity and our reluctance.  Enliven us with your breath and make 

your purposes known, that our lives might show forth your glory, for we pray in the name 

of Jesus and by the power of your Spirit.  Amen. 

 

 

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=138679


WE GO OUT TO SERVE 

HYMN Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore (verses 1-2-4)  

 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION   Dr. Brown 

 



CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,  

I can feel his mighty power and his grace.   

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.   

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.   

Surely the presence of the Lord is in our hearts, 

We can feel the bond of family though we’re apart. 

We will go and do the work of God as from worship we depart. 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in our hearts.  Amen. 

POSTLUDE Be Thou My Vision  arr. Joel Raney 

 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,  

License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 
Our Mission . . . to seek God’s will for our lives, 

joyfully responding to the Good News of Jesus Christ with Love and Grace. 

Stop by Coffee Grounds ONLINE after worship today!   

After streaming our worship service live, join us anytime between 11:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.  

to see familiar faces and perhaps meet someone new.  

Email Nancy Metzler, nancy@smpchome.org for the Zoom ID#. 
 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 Blythe Kinsey, Pianist 

 Rev. Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl, Director of Youth Ministry 

 A/V: Kari Case and Harrison Case 

Online giving option:  As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the 

ministries of SMPC using your mobile device by texting SMPC to 73256 or give online 

at   https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=138679 

In this time of social distancing, we want to stay connected with you! If you don’t receive our 

weekly email, generally sent out on Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of 

Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. This email contains information about 

upcoming worship services and church activities, as well as messages from our pastors and staff. 

Also, check us out on Facebook: www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian.  This link 

works even if you don’t have a Facebook account, and you can view photos, videos, and other 

church communications. 

mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=138679
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
http://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian


Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church?  Through the gift of technology 

our Session will gather to welcome new members August 23 at 11:30 a.m. Please consider joining 

our church family in this nontraditional yet meaningful way. To learn more, contact Nancy 

Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839.  

Congregational Notes (as of July 29, 2020) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Our church, our community, our country, and the world as we face this world-wide pandemic. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  prayer@SMPChome.org. 

Church office:  704-544-0404 Preschool office:  704-544-9831 

 

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 980-265-2834 

 matt@smpchome.org 

Rev. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor of Congregational Care 980-265-2835 

 whitney@smpchome.org  

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist 980-265-2838 

 zach@smpchome.org  

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 980-265-2837 

 rebecca@smpchome.org 

Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection 980-265-2839 

 nancy@smpchome.org 

Donna Rogers, Director of Communications  980-265-2831 

 donna.rogers@smpchome.org 

Freda H. Smith, Property Administrator 980-265-2843 

 freda@smpchome.org 

Rev. Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl, Director of Youth Ministry 980-265-2836 

 jessica@smpchome.org 

Mary Katheryne Zagora, Business Administrator 980-265-2840 

 mkzagora@smpchome.org 

Carol Watkins, Director of SMPC Preschool 980-265-2845 

 carol.watkins@smpchome.org 

 

mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org
mailto:zach@smpchome.org
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