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Living Water, Holy Spirit 

Reading from the Old Testament: Isaiah 44:1-4 

Reading from the New Testament: John 7:37-39 

I like looking at houses online. Don't know why. Not looking to 

move ... at all. I cherish our house. Yet, I find myself fascinated by the 

architecture, layout, and design elements. Always have. Back in the old 

days of paper, my parents had one of those house plan books, you know, 

sketched elevations, layouts with measurements. I'd look through that 

book over and over, thinking about those houses, what I thought would 

fit my style, as if I had a clue at 10 years old. I'm not sure why that is 

interesting to me. It just is, always has been. I wonder, though, if it may 

be connected to an interest I have developed, and even taken a stab at, 

in in the past ten years: writing fiction.  

You see, looking at the photos of those houses featured in the 

papers, I find myself imagining how life would shape up in those homes, 

those neighborhoods. What would life look like? What stories would 

those domiciles collect over time? What memories would be made within 

those walls? What traumas would be endured? How would the holidays 

be experienced from generation to generation? 
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Of course, online you don't have to imagine based on sketches, you 

can peek into actual real to life homes. They are inviting you, just there 

waiting for you to explore and imagine. Bungalow, Colonial, Georgian, 

Low Country, contemporary, mid-century modern, rowhouse, estate, 

farmhouse, seaside cottage - Take your pick. This week the New York 

Times featured a four-bedroom in Houston, Texas. Now brace yourself 

for this. I kid you not. The description said the design concept was 

something called Minimalist ... minimalist. You got that? The price? $3 

million. $3 million!! Minimalist!! I will say the family room did look like 

a sterile, blank, whitewashed rectangle, like the empty room in your 

house that you say you'll eventually get to, knowing that before the 

getting-to-it time comes, it will become the default storage room, 

overflowing with the stuff you don't use and don't need, but don't think 

you can let go of, much less get rid of. 

I can't figure out what the original owner was even going for. 

What did they say to the builder? Now remember, our feng shui is 

minimalist ... just spare no expense to get it right. Minimalist. $3 

million. What did they want? What were they hoping their lives would 

reflect? What did they think would assuage their thirst? Make them 
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whole? Quiet their demons, and grant them peace? These are questions 

we all ask. And behind every single advertisement for every product or 

service is someone who wants you to believe they have your answer. 

Just Google old cigarette ads. Wearing a physician's smock and 

distinguished pince-nez glasses, the smiling and smoking doctor looks 

for your confidence: "20,679 physicians say Luckies are less irritating. 

Lucky Strike. It's toasted. Your throat protection against irritation, 

against cough." Or how about the sultry gaze of the bejeweled and 

elegant, legendary actress Barbara Stanwyck? "This is it! L&M filter tip 

cigarettes are just what the doctor ordered." 

Every single advertisement in history wants you to believe their 

product or service is the answer for your thirst. Insurance policies to 

give you peace of mind, diamonds to forever cement your relationship, 

assault weapons to assuage your insecurities, candy bars that can 

transform you from savage to saint, anti-perspirants that promise you 

will never be lonely. 

For what do you yearn, hope, thirst? Not for dinner, or even for 

Christmas, but deep down where you seldom have the courage to visit, 
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what do you want? For what do you yearn? What will satiate your 

thirst? 

Amidst a bustling throng of people, pilgrims at festival, some 

listening, some not, seekers, onlookers, followers, enemies, disciples, 

skeptical soldiers, the disenfranchised, disenchanted, disinterested, 

disoriented, and even the discerning, Jesus stands and "cries out" (not a 

whisper; not the soothing tone of the confidant; not the mellow timbre of 

the FM DJs of yore), no, Jesus wants to be heard, his voice rising above 

the din of festival tourists and pilgrims. He cries out, "If any one thirst, 

let him come to me and drink. He who believes in me, as the scripture 

has said, 'Out of his heart shall flow rivers of living water.'"  

It took place in Jerusalem at the temple complex during the 

Festival of Booths. For Israel there were three annual festivals in which 

all Israelites were called upon to make their way to Jerusalem and the 

temple in accordance with the Lord's instructions to Moses: Passover; 

The Festival of Weeks; and the one taking place in our text today, the 

Festival of Booths. It was originally a harvest festival, an offering of 

first fruits to the Lord in celebration of a God who sustains his people, 

giving thanks for the grain of the field and the grapes for the winepress, 
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and also remembering the days when the Lord provided manna, quail, 

and water in the wilderness. Generations later, it was at the Festival of 

Booths that Solomon dedicated the newly constructed great temple, and 

with the water ceremonies at the close of the festival, an additional 

theme of eschatological hope, the full establishment of God's kingdom, 

became associated with the festival, and it is this theme that inspires 

Jesus' cry.  

To Israel, the temple represented the presence and power of God, 

Holy Zion. The temple's dedication established the hope that living 

water (i.e. God's life-giving presence; i.e. the Spirit of God) would flow 

forth from the temple giving life to the world. Through the prophet 

Isaiah, the Lord said, "I will pour water on the thirsty land, and 

streams on the dry ground; I will pour my spirit upon your descendants, 

and my blessing on your offspring. They shall spring up like a green 

tamarisk, like willows by flowing streams." In Zechariah 14, it is 

written, "On that day living waters shall flow out from Jerusalem, half 

of them to the eastern sea and half of them to the western sea; it shall 

continue in summer as in winter. And the Lord will become king over 

all the earth; on that day the Lord will be one and his name one." 
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As indicated in the baptisms today, water, from the very 

beginning has been a powerful symbol for the full presence of God. Ask 

a scientist, water is fundamental to life itself. Style alone is not the 

reason our water bottles get bigger and bigger. I've seen people much 

smaller than me carrying around water bottles that would be more 

appropriately referred to as tanks. We have to have hydration, so, what 

better symbol than water to represent the Giver of life?  

Anybody out there use motor oil to wash the dishes? Does the 

spicket of your kitchen sink pour out scotch to wash your cereal bowl? I 

don't know, maybe that could work, but we clearly do understand that 

water cleanses. So, how should we best represent our redemption in 

Christ? Water.  

When you run a marathon, do they give you a bratwurst at the aid 

station? No, they give you water or something mixed with ... water. 

Water sustains, renews, refreshes. So, what better sign to use to signify 

the sustaining, renewing, refreshing Spirit of God. Father - Creator, 

Son - Redeemer, Spirit - Sustainer. The fullness of God.  
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When Jesus cries out to the crowd around the time of the water 

liturgy at the festival, he is not ranting, but is being most intentional to 

declare a critical theological truth. Jesus is saying that the fullness of 

God, so directly tied to the temple, was actually to be found in him. 

Jesus said, "If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink. He who 

believes in me, as the scripture has said, 'Out of his heart shall flow 

rivers of living water.'" Now this he said about the Spirit, which those 

who believed in him were to receive..." 

What is your most basic thirst in life, and what do you believe will 

satisfy it? Most folks yearn to be known, understood, loved. They want 

respect, security, shelter, peace, understanding/wisdom. Then you have 

the common yearnings we hold but seldom talk about, like control, 

power, things you want but don't need, fame, attention. However, pull 

back the layers of these unspoken obsessions and we often find 

ourselves back where we started. We want to be known, understood, 

loved. We want respect, security, shelter, peace, understanding, 

wisdom. 

Seems like we are somehow wired with such desire. Curious, 

though, are the ways we go about seeking those yearnings: 
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 From the ridiculous: some dude in Mumbai built a twenty-seven 

story, 400,000 sq. ft., $2 billion home, with 600 servants, for its four 

residents.  

To the sad: every diminishing star who ever appeared on Celebrity 

Apprentice.  

To the gullible: so many who fall prey to online promises for 

health, wealth, fame, and success.  

To the truly sad: the waiting rooms for family court; probate court 

- families broken over power issues or money.  

To the climbers: those who pursue their goal, their want, their 

must haves, without regard for those they hurt, alienate, the children 

they ignore, the spouse they disregard, disrespect, or worse, betray.  

To the disillusioned, disappointed, cynical, or resentful: They 

didn't get the job; couldn't buy the house; didn't live within their means; 

couldn't coerce the world to do what they wanted.  
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To the hateful: I can't feel good about myself, so I'm going to take 

it out on you, treat you as less than, for no other reason than your skin 

tone, accent, or birthplace. 400 years and we still don't have a clue. 

To a certain extent, these are the ways we've all taken and places 

we've all been at some point, maybe even now.  

The prophet Isaiah asks, "everyone who thirsts, come to the 

waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy 

wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend 

your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which 

does not satisfy?" 

Jesus declares, "If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink. 

He who believes in me, as the scripture has said, 'Out of his heart shall 

flow rivers of living water.'" 

You want peace? Jesus said, "Come to me, all you that are weary 

and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest." And, also 

"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as 

the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them 

be afraid." 
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You want to be known, accepted, loved? The Psalmist observes, "O 

Lord, you have searched me and known me. You know when I sit down 

and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away." Jesus said, 

"I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the 

world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also 

will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in 

me, and I in you." 

You thirst for security? Jesus said, "I am no longer in the world, 

but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect 

them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as 

we are one." Paul declared, "For I am convinced that neither death, nor 

life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 

able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord." 

You want wholeness, fulfillment? Jesus prayed, "I am coming to 

you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy 

made complete in themselves." Jesus said, "I came that they may have 

life, and have it abundantly."  
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The prophet asks, "Why do you spend your money for that which 

is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy?" And Jesus 

answers, "If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink. He who 

believes in me, as the scripture has said, 'Out of his heart shall flow 

rivers of living water.'" Now this he said about the Spirit, which those 

who believed in him were to receive." 

I like how Tom Long frames it, "Jesus is not saying, 'Whatever 

drives your thirst come to me;' but rather, 'When you have discovered 

that none of the empty promises of a seductive culture can ease your 

thirst, come to me and drink of the true and living water." May we be so 

bold. Amen. 

 

 

  


