
 

A Service of Worship 

  Passion/Palm Sunday 

April 5, 2020 
 

Our Mission . . . to seek God’s will for our lives, joyfully responding  

to the Good News of Jesus Christ with Love and Grace. 

 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

PRELUDE Processional: Psalm 118:19 Douglas Wagner 

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH  Rev. Whitney Bayer 

One:     The Lord be with you. 

All:       And also with you.   

INTROIT Valet Will Ich Dir Geben arr. William Henry Monk 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Bayer 

One:  Wave high your palm branches! The Lord of life approaches! 

Many:  Sing with great joy for the Savior has come to us! 

One:  Hosanna! Hosanna! 

Many:  All creation shouts praises to the King of Kings! 

One:  Hosanna! Hosanna! 

All:  Blessed is he who comes in the Name of the Lord. Hosanna!  

 



 

HYMN  Hosanna, Loud Hosanna 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  Rev. Bayer 

O God, we stand at the gate, hesitant and uncertain; we are reluctant to answer your 

invitation; we are slow to embark on the journey toward your reign. Forgive us, we 

pray. Grant us the help we need to be your people— the courage to join you in the 

procession; the selflessness to lay our cloaks before you; the freedom to lift our palms to your 

glory; and the knowledge that by your grace we are forgiven.   (silence)  

Leader:  Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our 

 Redeemer. Amen. 

 



 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE     Rev. Bayer 

KYRIE   Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us  No. 575 

Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; 

      Lord, have mercy upon us. 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT     Rev. Bayer 

Options for all ages for engaging during the rest of the service: 

1. If you did not create a palm, draw and color one on a piece of paper now. Hang it on your 

door or in a window after worship. 

2. Color your cross. As you color, consider what the cross means to you. Did you use bright, 

happy colors, or muted, sad colors? Why? 

3. Journal during the sermon using one of more of these questions 

a. Consider for a moment the effect this story would have on you if you were 

reading it for the very first time. What strikes you, moves you, raises questions for 

you? 

b. Why did Jesus need a colt — a donkey colt, at that? 

c. What does this story tell us about who Jesus is? 

This week: 

d. Read the story between Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday in a children’s bible or in 

one of the gospels. 

e. Look up the “sanctus.” We usually say it, but some churches sing it. Repeat it 

three times as your handwashing song this week. 

f. Email Rebecca about one of the things you’ve done, and she will answer you! 

Rebecca@smpchome.org 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION     Rev. Bayer 

READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT  Psalm 118:1-2; 19-29 

O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever!  Let Israel say,  

“His steadfast love endures forever.” 

Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give thanks to the LORD.  

This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous shall enter through it.  I thank you that you have 

answered me and have become my salvation.  The stone that the builders rejected has become the 

chief cornerstone.  This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. This is the day that 

the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  Save us, we beseech you, O LORD!  O LORD, 

we beseech you, give us success!  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of  the LORD.  We 

bless you from the house of the LORD.  The LORD is God, and he has given us light. Bind the festal 

mailto:Rebecca@smpchome.org


procession with branches, up to the horns of the altar.  You are my God, and I will give thanks to 

you; you are my God, I will extol you.  O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast 

love endures forever. 

READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT  Matthew 21:1-11 

  Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will 

find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything 

to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” This took place 

to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your 

king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”  

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and 

put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 

and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead 

of him and that followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who 

comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  When he entered Jerusalem, the 

whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?”  The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet 

Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

One: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON Parade to ? Dr. Brown 

SPECIAL MUSIC King of Humility James Koerts  

Into Jerusalem Jesus is riding, 

Hailed by hosannas, acclaimed and adored. 

Palm branches waving, the people are shouting, 

“Bless Him who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

King of humility, such lowly majesty, 

Coming to do what no other could do; 

King of humility crownless for now must be, 

Coming to lay down His life for you. 

Into the cheering throng Jesus is riding, 

Praised by a crowd who cannot understand. 

Scepter and throne room are not what He comes for; 

He comes to do what the Father has planned. 

King of humility, such lowly majesty, 

Coming to do what no other could do; 

King of humility crownless for now must be, 

Coming to lay down His life for you. 

King of humility. 

Amanda Alford, Kristen Angerer, Cullen Case, Geoffrey Lee, quartet 

 

 



RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)   A Declaration of Faith, Ch. 2.2 

Evil is whatever works against the loving purpose of God for human beings and all creation.   

The power of evil to hurt and destroy, to cut off the possibilities of full human life, calls into 

question the power and goodness of God. Whether we understand evil personally or 

impersonally, we cannot explain how it originated in a world made good. But we can affirm 

that evil is God's enemy as well as ours. 

In Christ, God shared our agony over evil and broke the back of its power by bearing the 

worst it could do. 

God works continually to overcome evil. In the end it will be utterly defeated.  Therefore, we 

have courage to endure evil, to learn from it, and combat it. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Rev. Bayer 

. . . “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.” Amen. 

TIME FOR OFFERINGS AND REFLECTION 

 Go to Dark Gethsemane by Richard Redhead 

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=138679 

DOXOLOGY       

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise Him 

above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)     Rev. Bayer 

Name above all names, as you emptied yourself for others, we offer ourselves and these 

gifts as a sign of our hope in your reign.  Where there is death, bring life. Where there is 

sorrow, bring joy. Where there is injustice, bring courage for change. Amen. 

BEARING AND FOLLOWING THE WORD 

HYMN Beneath the Cross of Jesus 

 

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=138679


 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION   Dr. Brown 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,  

I can feel his mighty power and his grace.   

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.   

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.   

Surely the presence of the Lord is in our hearts, 

We can feel the bond of family though we’re apart. 

We will go and do the work of God as from worship we depart. 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in our hearts.  Amen. 

POSTLUDE Hosanna, Loud Hosanna arr. Mary McDonald 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 
WORSHIP NOTES 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

 Rev. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor of Congregational Care 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist 

 A/V: Kari Case and Harrison Case 

 Quartet:  Amanda Alford, Kristen Angerer, Cullen Case, Geoffrey Lee 

Online giving option:  As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the 

ministries of SMPC using your mobile device by texting SMPC to 73256 or give online 

at   https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=138679 

In this time of social distancing, we want to stay connected with you! If you don’t receive our 

weekly email, sent out early on Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality 

and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. This email contains information about upcoming worship 

services and church activities, as well as messages from our pastors and staff. Also, remember to 

check us out on Facebook, where we share posts, photos, and videos, reminding us that we can be 

in community despite our physical separation.  

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church?  Through the gift of technology 

and Zoom, an online platform, our Session is continuing to meet and welcome new members. 

Please consider joining our church family in this nontraditional yet meaningful way. To learn 

more, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 

980-265-2839.  

Congregational Notes (as of April 2, 2020) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Our partners in Bayonnais, Haiti facing the present national upheaval which has led to the 

shutdown of schools, curfews, and lack of food, fuel, and medical care. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  prayer@SMPChome.org. 
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mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org


 

 

 Church office:  704-544-0404 

 Preschool office:  704-544-9831 

 

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 980-265-2834 

 matt@smpchome.org 

Rev. Whitney Bayer, Assoc. Pastor of Congregational Care 980-265-2835 

 whitney@smpchome.org  

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist 980-265-2838 

 zach@smpchome.org  

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 980-265-2837 

 rebecca@smpchome.org 

Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection 980-265-2839 

 nancy@smpchome.org 

Donna Rogers, Director of Communications  980-265-2831 

 donna.rogers@smpchome.org 

Freda H. Smith, Administrator 980-265-2843 

 freda@smpchome.org 

Rev. Jessica Tidwell, Director of Youth Ministry 980-265-2836 

 jessica@smpchome.org 

Mary Katheryne Zagora, Financial Administrator 980-265-2840 

 mkzagora@smpchome.org 

Carol Watkins, Director of SMPC Preschool 980-265-2845 

 carol.watkins@smpchome.org 
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“You have kept count of my tossings; put my tears in your bottle. Are they not in your record?  Then 

my enemies will retreat in the day when I call. This I know, that God is for me. In God, whose word I 

praise, in the Lord, whose word I praise, in God I trust; I am not afraid. What can a mere mortal do to 

me?”   – Psalm 56:8-11 

The cynic reads such words as nothing more than insipid fluff. As such, suffering 

would expose faith to be the hallucinogen Marx dismissed. And yet, the  

clear-eyed witness of the saints down through the centuries reveals faith to be 

the ballast, the gyroscope, the GPS, the power plant for the people of God in the 

face of wars, famine, plagues, death, and tempest. When we do not know what 

the future holds, along with the psalmist we can trust that God is for us, and  

additionally that Christ is with us, and God’s Spirit is within us. Come what may, 

we can know that no threat is greater than God’s love for us, and thus, no threat, 

not even death, has the power to wrench God from us. “This I know, God is for 

us … in God I trust, I am not afraid. What can a mere mortal do to me?” These 

are not the sanguine false hopes of the naïve. Rather, the psalmist’s assurances are the product of 

experiences of God’s strength and presence in the midst of the fire, the depths of the valley, and the 

pain of trauma. As Job declared, “For I know that my Redeemer lives, and that at the last he will stand 

upon the earth; and after my skin has been thus destroyed, then in my flesh I shall see God, whom I 

shall see on my side, and my eyes shall behold, and not another.”  
 

A primary source of that strength and hope is the gift God gives to us in the church. Though we may 

not know what tomorrow brings, we know with whom we will face it. I have treasured these words 

from Anne Lamott, “When I was at the end of my rope, the people [of my church] tied a knot in it for 

me and helped me hold on. ”Those words ring particularly true now as we live into the paradox of  

being in touch though out of touch at the same time. We are the church, and we will face tomorrow 

as a church. Thanks be to God. 
 

Please look through these pages to see the ways you may connect with us as we  

journey into Holy Week together. In addition, as a general rule I do not “friend”  

members on Facebook, because a lot of folks may be skittish about having their  

pastor connected to their social media. However, I am more than willing to be 

 “friended” if that would be helpful or meaningful for you as a way of being  

connected to the church. Whitney Bayer, our Associate Pastor; Rebecca Guzman, 

our Director of Spiritual Formation; Nancy Metzler, our Director of Hospitality 

and Connection; and Donna Rogers, our Director of Communications, have all 

expressed the willingness to also be “friended” as a means of connection to the 

church. Stay safe and stay connected. 
 

Grace and Peace, 

Matt  



EVERYONE SHOULD FIND A BRANCH TO WAVE, 

OR MAKE ONE USING THE FOLLOWING LINKS: 
 

Print, color, and cut out: https://illustratedmin.s3.amazonaws.com/
weekly-resources/PalmColoring.pdf 

 

Make with construction paper, no printer needed: https://
mommysnippets.com/hosanna-branch-wavers/  

The SMPC Easter Flower Cross 

Regretfully, our cherished tradition of decorating our Easter cross with flowers cannot 

happen this year. To keep the tradition alive, we are compiling a slideshow of past  

Easter photos.  Please watch our Facebook page for an opportunity to share your 

Easter photos.   
You may also email your photos to Donna Rogers, donna.rogers@smpchome.org. 

POST-WORSHIP FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

https://zoom.us/j/198986563
http://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian
https://boxcast.tv/channel/nrqjduygybfktysebqvk
https://boxcast.tv/channel/nrqjduygybfktysebqvk
https://boxcast.tv/channel/nrqjduygybfktysebqvk
http://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian
https://zoom.us/j/201393497
https://illustratedmin.s3.amazonaws.com/weekly-resources/PalmColoring.pdf
https://illustratedmin.s3.amazonaws.com/weekly-resources/PalmColoring.pdf
https://mommysnippets.com/hosanna-branch-wavers/
https://mommysnippets.com/hosanna-branch-wavers/
mailto:donna.rogers@smpchome.org?subject=Easter%20Cross%20Photo
https://zoom.us/j/266877379


Prayer of the People, Sunday, March 29, 2020 

Rev. Whitney Bayer (written by Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber) 

 

 

For the layers of comfort and convenience that surrounded our lives and that we 

never considered a blessing but always just took for granted, forgive us. 

For we who must grieve in isolation and not in community, comfort us. 

For we who care for the sick, protect us. 

For the ability to turn off the fear-mongering and unhelpful commentary and worst-

case scenario click bait, strengthen us. 

For the times when we are all out of creative ideas for how to get through this with 

cooped up kids, inspire us.  

For we who are now cutting our own bangs at home, guide us. 

For the grace to allow ourselves and others to just be less productive, shower us. 

For the generosity needed from those of us who have more resources, empower us. 

From our own selfish inclinations, deliver us. 

For just being your children, none of whom have done a global pandemic before, 

love us. 

For the days ahead, accompany us. 

God unbound by time, help us to know that you are already present in the future 

we are fearing. 

AMEN.  



 

Ballantyne Families Helping Ballantyne Families 

FOOD DRIVE: March 29, 2020 

 

SMPC family members, including the Wilcox, Craft, and Hicks families, along 

with Heather McAfee of Ballantyne Families Helping Ballantyne Families,  

CMS staff and other volunteers with a fantastic food drive on the SMPC  

campus Sunday, March 29. 

 

With CMS campuses closed, SMPC was 

able to offer campus space for storage 

and sorting and our  parking lot for food 

distribution to families as they drove 

through.  Bags of food were handed to 

families with no one exiting their car. 

   

Our parish associate and CMPD chaplain, Diane Giannola, was on-site 

as our Missions-Outreach staff liaison.  Officer Martin of CMPD was  

on-site for traffic/security.  It was a true community effort! 

 

Over 25 community volunteers 

came out to help sort and bag the 

food that had been collected from 

homes throughout Ballantyne.  

Each bag was filled with a protein, 

beans, lots of canned vegetables, canned fruit, soup, pasta/rice,  

ramen, a breakfast item (cereal, granola, oatmeal), and a snack.  

  

After sorting and bagging, Ballantyne and 

central CMS staff arrived to help distribute 

food to families in need.    

 

The food drive placed 650 full grocery 

bags into the hands of families in our 

community! 

Ballantyne Families Helping Families is so appreciative to SMPC for the use 

of our campus and for the volunteers who help make the food drive a 

success.   

 



Listen to this week’s FaithCAST! 

This week’s episode will focus on  

Psalm 118 with music! 

Click the image on the left to listen. 

Contact Rebecca Guzman here. 

Wednesday Bedtime Bible Stories 

April 8, 7:30 p.m. 

Facebook 
 

Join us as we read the Bible story together for the  

upcoming Sunday.  

My daughter and I will be wearing our pajamas and  

invite you to snuggle up with your family and listen 

together. I will provide a mission for them to complete 

and a question for conversation. 

 

Tune in to our Facebook page 
Wednesday, April 8 at 7:30 p.m. by clicking here. 

Faith Practice resumes Sunday, April 19. Details coming soon! 

SMPC Kids’ MeetUp on ZOOM: 
 

Hey Kids!   Join in at 2:00 p.m. Sunday  
to show your palms and get a special  

Holy Week assignment! 

CLICK HERE TO JOIN! 

FIND A BRANCH TO WAVE, OR MAKE ONE USING THE FOLLOWING LINKS: 
 

Print, color, and cut out: https://illustratedmin.s3.amazonaws.com/weekly-resources/PalmColoring.pdf 

 

Make with construction paper, no printer needed: https://mommysnippets.com/hosanna-branch-wavers/  

https://soundcloud.com/user-595932397
mailto:rebecca@smpchome.org?subject=From%20SMPC%20Now
http://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian
http://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian
https://zoom.us/j/201393497
https://zoom.us/j/201393497
https://illustratedmin.s3.amazonaws.com/weekly-resources/PalmColoring.pdf
https://mommysnippets.com/hosanna-branch-wavers/


 Do you receive the Tuesday youth e-news? If not, please let Pastor Jessica  

Tidwell know at jessica@smpchome.org  
 

 Do you get youth ministry texts? If not, please text @smpcyouth to 81010.  
 

 Do you follow our social media accounts?  

facebook.com/southmeckenburgpresbyterian 
 

@revjt on Instagram (Jessica’s personal Instagram)  

Youth Prayer 

Wednesday, April 8 

4:00 p.m., Instagram Live 
Youth are invited to hop onto @smpcyouth and participate in the weekly 

prayer offered by SMPC staff.  

CLICK THE IMAGE ON THE LEFT TO JOIN IN!  
https://www.instagram.com/smpcyouth/ ) 

The youth rocked a Scavenger Hunt on Sunday! 
 

 Why not do one at home?  
 

FIND INSTRUCTIONS HERE! 

Bring the Tea! 

Mondays in April, Beginning April 6 

11:00 a.m., ZOOM 
College and graduate students who are now studying from 

home:  Join co-hosts Jessica Tidwell and Sarah Godbey for 

“Bring the Tea!”  Fill your favorite mug, and come join us for an 

hour of friends, fellowship, some good news, maybe some 

coffee, and of course…tea. 

CLICK THE IMAGE ON THE RIGHT TO JOIN IN!  https://zoom.us/j/131326788 

BYG (Big Youth Group) 
Sunday, April 5 
5:00 p.m., ZOOM 
Youth will gather on Zoom for a large group devotional, before splitting into 
small groups with adult advisors. We will tackle the question together, "Why 
is a faith community important?"  
CHECK TUESDAY’S YOUTH EMAIL FOR THE ZOOM LINK.  

Contact 
Rev. Jessica Tidwell 

here. 

mailto:jessica@smpchome.org?subject=From%20SMPC%20Now
http://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian
https://www.instagram.com/smpcyouth/
https://www.instagram.com/smpcyouth/
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AVENUES OF CARE AND COMFORT 

Contact  
Rev. Whitney Bayer here. 

Daily Moment of Prayer at Noon 

Every day at noon, we encourage you to pause in your schedule to pray The Lord’s Prayer. If 

you have children at home, include them as well. Our hope is that the familiar words of this 

prayer will comfort us, help us feel close to God and the larger faith community, and remind 

us of our connection to one another, even though we’re not gathering together in person.  

Suggestion: set an alarm on your phone! 

Encourage a Graduating Senior 

 

Choose a high school or college senior to encourage. This year is not 

going the way they thought.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4EA5A928A31-encourage  

Letter Writing 

 

Sign up to send letters or make phone calls to a member who is older  

and is isolated. Once you sign up, Rebecca will match you with a  

buddy!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ea5a928a31-letter  

FAITH 5: Continue looking for God’s movement in your daily life, and 

catch up on that together with a daily devotion, using Faith5’s Pandemic 

Hope: A Family Devotional for Life During COVID- 19. 

SMPC Pen Pals 
 

Children, youth, and college aged students – consider signing 

 up to be a pen pal to one another.   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ea5a928a31-20202 

mailto:whitney@smpchome.org?subject=From%20SMPC%20Now
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Listen to our staff playlists on Spotify 
In the coming days, we will be uploading different playlists onto Spotify that help us connect to 

God. Give them a listen! 

ZACH BOWYER: 
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/6itAtKhJXzOVT4trWhJkFN?si=oXTUrzEGSVOjTUi_hs7hbA 

 

REBECCA GUZMAN: 
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/3419CaeZG9d1gWi2u5QCqt?si=fHnmulgxQDu-V4Nt80n1sA  

Contact Zach Bowyer here. 

Watch the Friday, March 27 Evensong 
by clicking here. 

Contact Nancy Metzler here. 

Evensong: A Musical Offering 

facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian 

Friday, April 3, 7:30 p.m. 

MeetUP: Coffee Grounds ONLINE 

Sunday, April 5 

11:30 a.m., ZOOM Meeting ID # 198-986-563 
 

Have you missed hanging out at Coffee Grounds on Sunday mornings, 

drinking coffee and connecting with other members of our church family?   

 

Beginning this Sunday at 11:30 a.m., we’ll be able to gather at Coffee 

Grounds ONLINE!  After streaming our worship service live, click onto 

https://zoom.us/j/198986563 to see familiar faces and perhaps meet 

someone new. If you’re not sure how ZOOM works, let me know, and I’ll 
help you through the process. 

Also through Zoom, our Session continues to meet and welcome new 

members. If you’re considering membership and would like to know more, 
please contact me, and I can share information and walk you through the 
details of how this works. We’d love for you to join our church family in this 
nontraditional yet meaningful way! 

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/6itAtKhJXzOVT4trWhJkFN?si=oXTUrzEGSVOjTUi_hs7hbA
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/3419CaeZG9d1gWi2u5QCqt?si=fHnmulgxQDu-V4Nt80n1sA
mailto:zach@smpchome.org?subject=From%20SMPC%20Now
https://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian/videos/684219279053415/
https://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian/videos/684219279053415/
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org?subject=From%20SMPC%20Now
http://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian
https://zoom.us/j/198986563
https://zoom.us/j/198986563


If you have ROKU, Apple TV, or Amazon 

Fire TV, you will now find SMPC among the 

offerings on the BOXCAST channel. 

 Initialize your streaming service. 

 (ROKU, Apple TV, or Amazon Fire TV) 
 

 Find BOXCAST in your Channel Store, adding it to 

your channels. 
 

 Open the BOXCAST channel, and search for South 
Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church. 
 

 You may watch live or choose past worship  

services. 
 

 Using your remote, choose SMPC as a “favorite”. 

Even our youngest SMPC family members are staying connected! 

This past Sunday, our confirmands Joined a  
“watch party” to view the worship service  
together and fellowshipt ogether. 

After worship, our children enjoyed a  
Pop-Up Kids’  MeetUp on ZOOM to share  
their worship activities with Rebecca Guzman. 
CLICK HERE TO JOIN THIS SUNDAY’S MEETUP! 

https://zoom.us/j/201393497


 

South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church is employing various avenues of  

technology to keep us connected and informed. 

Our worship staff, careful to maintain social distance, are gathering in our  

Sanctuary on Sunday mornings to create a worship experience through live 

streaming.  Access to live streaming has been expanded across several  

communication channels to make it even easier to join in worship. 

 

Our website, www.smpchome.org has been  

revamped to shift our live and past worship  

services to the forefront.  From the home page of 

the website, we can join in worship, view the  

worship bulletin, and participate in online giving. 

Our website is viewable in both desktop and  

mobile versions. 

 

 

 

 

We are also taking full advantage of our existing Facebook page 

(www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian) by live streaming our  

worship service, sharing announcements and updates, and creating “Noon  

Prayer”, a Facebook Live video leading us in prayer at 12:00 p.m. 

each Wednesday.  Be sure to “like” our page. 

 
 

If you use the streaming services ROKU, Apple TV, or Amazon Fire TV, you can now view our live and 

past worship services by adding BOXCAST from your channel store.  Search for “South Mecklenburg 

Presbyterian Church”, mark it as favorite, and watch from your television. (See instructions on the 

next page.) 

 

 

 

Our staff, committees, studies and groups are using ZOOM, a video conferencing 

 platform to meet “face-to-face”.  If your group is interested in this format, please  

contact Rev. Jessica Tidwell, jessica@smpchome.org, or Rebecca Guzman,  

rebecca@smpchome.org, for details. 

 

 

http://www.smpchome.org
http://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian
mailto:jessica@smpchome.org?subject=From%20SMPC%20Now
mailto:rebecca@smpchome.org?subject=From%20SMPC%20Now
http://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=138679


Many of our donors feel a connection to the church’s work when they are able to place their gift in our 

offering plates and then dedicate those offerings through prayer with the congregation. This is an 

important practice and an important part of our worship services. Many other donors appreciate the 

convenience and discipline of online giving, and those gifts, too, are dedicated through prayer during 

the worship services each week. For the next several weeks, while meeting together is not possible, 

the church would like to encourage either online giving (options and instructions below) or mailing 

gifts to our P.O. Box 79321, Charlotte, NC  28271.  

For questions or help with online giving, contact Mary Katheryne Zagora in the church office, 
mkzagora@smpchome.org or 704-544-0404 ext 116. 

To give online:  

1.  Click HERE:  https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=138679  

2.    Enter the amount you would like to give, and then select a fund from the drop-down menu.  

Most gifts will be to the Operating Fund. For Spoon it Up donations, select “Other” and type Spoon it 

Up in the memo box. 

3.    Enter your email address and click continue. On the next screen you will be prompted to enter 

       your debit card, credit card, or bank account information.  

4.     Click “Give.” 

 

To give via text: 

1.  Text SMPC to 73256. 

2.  Click the link in the reply text you will receive. 

3.  Enter the amount you would like to give and tap the “Text Gifts” box.  

4.  You will be prompted to enter your debit card, credit card, or bank account  

        information.  

5.  Click “Give.” 

 

To set up a recurring online gift: 

1.  Log in to ChurchLife and select “Give Online” from the “Giving” drop down menu. 

2.  Enter the amount you would like to give, and then select a fund from the drop-down menu. 

3. Choose the frequency of your gift amount (weekly, semi-monthly, monthly, quarterly).  

4. Enter your debit card, credit card, or bank account information and click “Give.” 

mailto:mkzagora@smpchome.org?subject=From%20SMPC%20Now
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=138679
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=138679
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=138679


Wednesday Bedtime Bible Stories 

April 8, 7:30 p.m. 

Facebook 
 

Join us as we read the Bible story together for the  

upcoming Sunday.  

My daughter and I will be wearing our pajamas and  

invite you to snuggle up with your family and listen 

together. I will provide a mission for them to complete 

and a question for conversation. 

 

Tune in to our Facebook page 
Wednesday, April 8 at 7:30 p.m. by clicking here. 

Contact Carol Watkins here. 

Dear SMPC Preschool Families, 

 I hope that you are all coping with the Stay at Home directive that 

is place here in NC.  I know how hard it must be with little ones at 

home at this time to keep anxiety at bay.   

It is important for us to stay positive and focus on what matters - 

our families, our friends and our community. Our teachers at 

SMPC Preschool continue to reach out to families to maintain  

contact and provide support where needed.  

Please reach out to me if I can help in any way. 

 Carol Watkins 

SMPC Preschool Director 

https://www.facebook.com/SMPCPreschool/
http://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian
http://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian
mailto:carol.watkins@smpchome.org?subject=From%20SMPC%20Now


As you know, SMPC recently embarked on our 2020-2025 From Strength to Strength capital 
campaign, implemented to raise $3.25 million and to pay off our sanctuary mortgage. Because 
of the challenges of a continuously evolving health environment, we have adjusted our capital 
campaign plans and, for now, have paused our campaign efforts.    

 
Once we are able to resume our normal schedule and join together in person for worship  
services and church programs, we will restart our capital campaign activities. We will extend 
the end date of the campaign so that the entire congregation can hear about our campaign 
goal and mission and participate in campaign events.  

 

For clarity, payments on pledges to our previous 2017-2020 Room to Dream capital campaign 
end in April. The proceeds from the 2020-2025 From Strength to Strength capital campaign will 
be used to pay our mortgage payments starting in May.  

 

We are blessed to have both a capital reserve fund and some members who have pre-funded 
their contributions to this From Strength to Strength campaign. These balances will allow us to 
continue to service our mortgage while the campaign is on hold. Thank you so much to these 
early contributors! We are hopeful that we will be ready to resume our campaign in late May or 
early June, but we will not begin until conditions are appropriate.  

 

In the meantime, we ask that you continue to pray for our church, our church leaders, our 
community and our world. In words taken from our From Strength to Strength campaign  
prayer: 

 

“Gracious God, you are the giver of all things. You are our sustainer, our hope, and our rock…
we are grateful that you claim us as your people and know us each by name, having drawn us 
to this common calling we share in Jesus Christ…we continue to go from strength to strength 
as we lean on your strength to sustain us in the mystery of our call and purpose…with instilled 
faith, hope, love and perseverance we continue to wait and work to your glory. Amen.” 
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