
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

A Service of Worship 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 27, 2020, 10:10 a.m.  

WE GATHER 

PRELUDE Toccata on “All Creatures of Our God and King Gilbert Martin 

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH  Dr. Matt Brown 

One:     The Lord be with you. 

All:       And also with you.   

INTROIT  Together We Serve Daniel Damon  

CALL TO WORSHIP  Rebecca Guzman 

One:  From the comfort of our homes we gather to worship. 

Many:  Whether through printed word, or through the gift of technology, 

One:  we are a community. 

Many:  Here we seek connection to the Divine. 

One:  Come, let us worship God,  

All:  shown to us through the risen Christ. 

 



HYMN  From All That Dwell Below the Skies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  Rebecca Guzman 

Gracious Creator, you have given us so much, but too often we take those gifts for granted, 

or as something to which we are entitled. You call us to live in caring community, but too 

often we place our wants and needs first, with those of others a distant second. You call us to 

share your gifts with the world around us, but we are worried that there may not be enough, 

and our worrying gets in the way of our sharing. For all the times when we mistreat and 



misuse your gifts, for all the times we assume that we get what we have by ourselves, forgive 

us and lead us back to the path of wisdom. (silence) 

Leader:  Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our 

Redeemer. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE  Rebecca Guzman 

RESPONSE OF PRAISE  Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 

CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT  Rebecca Guzman 

1. In our story today, David gets mixed up about what he wants and needs, and he gets greedy 

and does a bad thing. Place your plastic or metal toy on the tissue, holding it by the corners. 

Have an adult pour more and more water onto the tissue. What eventually happens? When 

we take too much, like how we poured too much water, our selfishness can eventually hurt 

us.  

2. Turn your paper sideways and fold it in half. On one side draw a picture of something done 

that wasn’t helpful or generous; on other side draw what could be done to remedy the 

situation or show compassion or generosity. 

3. Make a list of wants and needs. If you have a Faith at Home box, there is a list on the back 

of your pamphlet for this week.  

4. Journal, considering the following: 

• I wonder why Nathan told David that story. 

• I wonder if you have ever been like David, realizing that you had done something 

wrong. 

• I wonder what David might choose to do next. 

SPECIAL MUSIC Assurance John Ness Beck 

 SMPC Octet 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  Dr. Brown 

READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT   Romans 5:7-8 

Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone 

might actually dare to die. But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ 

died for us.  

READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT   2 Samuel 12:1-10, 13a 

But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord, and the Lord sent Nathan to David. He 

came to him, and said to him, "There were two men in a certain city, the one rich and the other 

poor. The rich man had very many flocks and herds; but the poor man had nothing but one little 

ewe lamb, which he had bought. He brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his children; 

it used to eat of his meager fare, and drink from his cup, and lie in his bosom, and it was like a 



daughter to him. Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was loath to take one of his 

own flock or herd to prepare for the wayfarer who had come to him, but he took the poor man's 

lamb, and prepared that for the guest who had come to him." Then David's anger was greatly 

kindled against the man. He said to Nathan, "As the Lord lives, the man who has done this deserves 

to die; he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity."  

Nathan said to David, "You are the man! Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: I anointed you 

king over Israel, and I rescued you from the hand of Saul; I gave you your master's house, and 

your master's wives into your bosom, and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that 

had been too little, I would have added as much more. Why have you despised the word of the 

Lord, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and 

have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. Now 

therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, for you have despised me, and have taken 

the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife. 

David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the Lord." 

One: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON Whistleblower Dr. Brown 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison) The Apostles’ Creed 

  Dr. Brown 

I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his 

only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day 

he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in 

the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Dr. Brown 

. . . “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.” Amen. 

TIME FOR OFFERINGS AND REFLECTION 

 The Kingdom Andre Thomas

 SMPC Octet  

Online giving option: As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support the 

ministries of SMPC using your mobile device by texting SMPC to 73256 or giving online at 

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=138679    

Please remit all giving and financial correspondence to:  P. O. Box 79321, Charlotte, NC  28271 

 

 

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=138679


DOXOLOGY    

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise Him 

above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)  Dr. Brown 

Loving God, merciful Son, transformative Spirit, through these gifts, let us honor your reign, 

stem injustice, and promote the common good for the sake of Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

WE GO OUT TO SERVE 

HYMN What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine 

  
 



CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  Dr. Brown 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,  

I can feel his mighty power and his grace.   

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.   

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.   

Surely the presence of the Lord is in our hearts, 

We can feel the bond of family though we’re apart. 

We will go and do the work of God as from worship we depart. 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in our hearts.  Amen. 

POSTLUDE To God Be the Glory arr. Don Phillips  

 Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,  

License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 
Our Mission . . . to seek God’s will for our lives, 

joyfully responding to the Good News of Jesus Christ with Love and Grace. 

Stop by Coffee Grounds ONLINE after worship today! After streaming our worship service 

live, join us anytime between 11:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. to see familiar faces and perhaps meet 

someone new. Email Nancy Metzler, nancy@smpchome.org for the Zoom ID#. 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matt Brown, Pastor  

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist 

 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 

 SMPC Octet: Our SMPC Octet began socially-distanced and masked practice this summer to 

lead us in worship this fall. The Octet is composed of Amanda Alford and Lori Schellin, 

soproano; Kristen Angerer and Laura Hancock, alto; Ann Harrison and Collin Sinclair, tenor; 

and Geoffrey Lee and David Kinsey, bass.  

 A/V Teams: Kari Case and Xander Case; Brad Alford and Joanna Alford  

In this time of social distancing, we want to stay connected with you! If you don’t receive our 

weekly email, sent out on Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and 

Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. This email contains information about upcoming worship 

services and church activities, as well as messages from our pastors and staff. Also, check us out 

on Facebook: www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian. This link works even if you 

don’t have a Facebook account, and you can view photos, videos, and other church 

communications. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church?  Through the gift of technology 

our Session will gather to welcome new members today at 11:30 a.m. Please consider joining our 

mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
http://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian


church family in this nontraditional yet meaningful way. To learn more, contact Nancy Metzler, 

Director of Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839.  

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES (as of September 23, 2020) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Pat Bryant, following a hospital stay. 

• Our church, our community, our country, and the world as we face this world-wide pandemic. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  prayer@SMPChome.org. 

 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Thursday, 9:00 – 5:00; Friday, closed 

Church office:  704-544-0404 Preschool office:  704-544-9831 

Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 980-265-2834 

 matt@smpchome.org 

Rev. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor of Congregational Care 980-265-2835 

 whitney@smpchome.org  

Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist 980-265-2838 

 zach@smpchome.org  

Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 980-265-2837 

 rebecca@smpchome.org 

Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection 980-265-2839 

 nancy@smpchome.org 

Donna Rogers, Director of Communications  980-265-2831 

 donna.rogers@smpchome.org 

Freda H. Smith, Property Administrator 980-265-2843 

 freda@smpchome.org 

Rev. Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl, Director of Youth Ministry 980-265-2836 

 jessica@smpchome.org 

Mary Katheryne Zagora, Business Administrator 980-265-2840 

 mkzagora@smpchome.org 

Carol Watkins, Director of SMPC Preschool 980-265-2845 

 carol.watkins@smpchome.org 
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