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Donna Rogers

From: South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church <smpcoffice@smpchome.org>
Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2020 2:39 PM
To: Donna Rogers
Subject: SUNDAY! Walk-Through Communion

  
"Occasions for stumbling are bound to come, but woe to the one by whom the 
stumbling block comes!"  - Matthew 18:7b 
  
Please excuse my shuddering, but that verse gives me the heebie-geebies! I 
grieve at the thought of how often I have been the "by whom" in Jesus' mind. 
Graciously, the church does not maintain a record of these alongside the list 
of baptisms. The stumbling block. It is not the attribution that anyone covets, 
and certainly not a qualification any applicant is itching to list on their 
resume. Yet, without a doubt it is an accomplishment that no professing 
believer can deny. When the Lord inquires from the whirlwind, "Who is this 
that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?" With Job, we must 
confess, "Yup, that would be me." We don't set out to speak without 
knowledge or act without understanding, at least not always, but we cannot 
seem to curb the proclivity for saying and doing the very things that become 
the sharp-edged furniture that wounds the neighbor on their journey from 
night to grace. 
  
Years before email, I remember being whelmed with the usual trepidation 
that accompanied the opening a neatly typed personal letter. Even at that 
early point in my ministry, I had learned that such letters seldom brought 
good news, and in this case, I was right. The greeting said something like. 
"Dear Rev. Brown, I was quite unsettled as I left worship Sunday, following 
your sermon. I thought it best to share my thoughts with you, giving you the 
benefit of the doubt and trusting that you were just speaking in ignorance..." 
Well, isn't this fun? She continued, "Having grown up in the Primitive 
Baptist Church, I thought it important to give you some insight into our 
tradition." Uh-oh! 
  
As I recall, the sermon she was referencing included an extended illustration 
about the mission of a Presbyterian minister to bring education, roads, 
progress, and informed faith to his native mountains in Virginia. In the 
before image of life in the mountains I shared the story of a Primitive Baptist 
revival where an illiterate preacher thundered hellfire while holding an open 
Bible that he could not read, as congregants snuck out and in, taking trips 
not to the privy, but to the still outside. Typically, the day would end with 
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knives drawn, guns fired, and blood shed. Though the account was 
historically accurate, I had been guilty of using a broad stroke in describing a 
people far more diverse and nuanced than the caricature of that particular 
community.  
  
Rather than getting defensive, I found myself being grateful for the letter, 
and the writer's honesty. For she had given me a gift, when I had given her a 
stumbling block. She had opened my eyes to a blind spot, granting me the 
important lesson to be modest in assumption, wary of stereotype, and 
sensitive to the life experience of others.  
  
"Who is this who darkens counsel without knowledge?" Too often, it is the 
voice attached to our flawed spirits; prone to tripping up angels, unawares; 
dependent on God's mercy; and thus, grateful for the opportunity to do 
better tomorrow. Our call? Don't be the Lego hidden in the carpet, the table's 
edge that strikes the knee, or whatever makes people go bump in the night. 
Be the flashlight. 
  
Grace and Peace, 
Matt 
 
 

Dr. Matt Brown, 
matt@smpchome.org 

 

WORSHIP  MINISTRY 
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Two times are provided (11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. & 4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.) for the family and 
friends of SMPC to drop by our Sanctuary to receive the sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 
 
In a quiet and meditative environment, individuals and families will be greeted at the 
door and given a guide for the simple, yet sacred walk-through service utilizing a 
progression of stations.  
 
The elements of communion will be offered in safely sealed individual packets, and we 
would ask all participants to wear masks and practice appropriate social distance. 
 
 

TWO TIMES! 
 

11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  AND  4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 
  

 
 

 Our 10:10 a.m. Live Streamed Worship service on Sunday, August 16 will feature a back 
to learning blessing for administrators, educators, parents, and students.   
 
Bag Tags will be available after each communion service that day.  (11:30 a.m.-12:30 a.m. 
& 4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.)  
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REOPENING  TASK  FORCE  UPDATE 
 
 

Community is Essential 
  
Creativity is critical in these times of Covid! Our state's "Safer at Home" 
guidelines have been extended, delaying any plans for modified in-person 
worship. We are grateful for SMPC's energetic and creative staff, keeping 
our close-knit community connected while we are physically distant. Here 
is just a glimpse at the ways we are experiencing community this summer: 

 This Sunday, August 16, we have two opportunities to safely receive communion in 
our sanctuary, and our children will receive an SMPC backpack tag. 

 Our SMPC softball teams are safely gathering on the ball field for face-to-face, 
though fan-less, activities. 

 Boy Scout Troop 119 has completed Eagle Scout projects in our Memorial Garden, 
playground, and The Cottage. 

 Pastor Matt's weekly Wednesday bible studies via Zoom have had record 
attendance. The 9:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. on-line gatherings offer opportunities for 
study and sharing family updates. 

 Our children and their families connected virtually through Compassion Camp, 
Grandparents' Camp and weekly activities to complete as we worship together via 
live streaming. 

 Our youth provided support for Parking Lot Prayer, participated in Montreat at 
Home, and are reaching out to our community in August through "Mission 
Mondays." 

 SMPC's Mission and Outreach Committee provided bag lunches this week for our 
homeless neighbors served by Roof Above (formerly Urban Ministries). 

As we continue to monitor reports from health officials, and engage in discussions with 
other churches in our area, please continue to pray for our staff, our SMPC community, 
and our country as we cautiously move through the pandemic together. 
 
  
Task force representatives: Dr. Matt Brown, Freda Smith, Terry Gaines, Geoffrey Lee, Tim 
Morgan, Collin Sinclair, Patty Stevenson, Anna Vechnak, Ann Whitlock, and Denise 
Wilcox. 
  
 
  

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE 
 
 
Our Capital Campaign team is pleased to report that pledges 
to our 2020-2025 From Strength to Strength capital campaign 
total $2,725,000, or 84% of our $3,250,000 goal-a fantastic 
response to a capital campaign held during a pandemic!   
  
MATCH POOL UPDATE: 100% of our $450,000 Matching 
Pool fund was utilized! This is very exciting, and was dependent 
on support from 56 families new to supporting a capital 
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campaign and 60 repeat families who increased their support in this campaign by more 
than 10%. Wow and thank you! 
  
It is not too late to make a pledge to the campaign! Also, if you would like to support the 
campaign, but do not feel comfortable specifying an amount at this time, note "Defer" on 
your pledge form, and we will contact you again next year. 
 
  

Please click here to make your pledge online. 
  

																										 

  
SPIRITUAL  FORMATION  MINISTRY 

Compassion Camp: What a fun summer! 
About 50 children and their families participated in Compassion 
Camp over the past five weeks.  
 
Several youth helped to put together packets for families before 
camp and produced videos to go along with the camp theme and 
Bible stories. Kids participated in age-level zoom gatherings led 
by volunteers as well as a movement (yoga) session each week 
that helped them to make connections between the Bible stories 
and their life experiences. They completed activities with their 
families that helped them to explore the meaning of compassion as well as challenges to 
put their compassion into action! Our rising 5th and 6th graders participated in a 
distance Mission Possible and completed projects from home for several mission 
organizations in the area as well as Haiti.                
  
Together, we learned that compassion means: 

 seeing and welcoming; 
 being brave and showing up; 
 loving yourself; 
 being present with each other; and 
 fresh starts. 

  
Compassion Camp provided us with a fun and safe way to explore faith at home this 
summer. Thanks to all of the volunteers who made it possible, the parents who engaged 
in activities with their children, and the kids for showing up!  
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Children! 

Be sure to check your email on Saturday mornings  
for resources for parents to use with children on  

Sunday mornings! 
 
 

If you are not receiving the emails, please contact Rebecca Guzman. 
  

________________ 
 

CHILDREN'S WORSHIP SUPPLIES FOR AUGUST 16 
Paper 
Pencil 

Crayons/Markers/Colored Pencils 
Scissors 

Tape 
Backpack or other school supplies bag. 

 
______________ 

  
  

TED Talk Tuesdays 
Let's Talk about Racism 
Join Rebecca via Zoom every Tuesday in August from 
6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. We will watch a talk each week 
(some TED Talks, some TheoEd talks, etc.) by various 
race educators, then have conversation around what 
they mean in light of our Christian faith. You can come 
to one or all four!  

Please register here in ChurchLife to receive the zoom link.  
 
SMPC Bingo Instructions 
Print a Bingo card here! 
Get to work on your SMPC Summer Bingo cards! Take photos of 
yourself completing projects and have your grown-ups post 
them on social media using the hashtag #SMPCSummerBingo. 
Once you have completed all the squares you intend to do, email 
a photo of your completed card to rebecca@smpchome.org . The 
deadline for completing SMPC Summer Bingo is August 15.  
The prizes are listed below: 
 
5 squares: "A Walk in God's Garden" seed packet and a sheet of 
stickers 
6-9 squares: all previous prizes and a pack of sidewalk chalk 
10-14 squares: all previous prizes and a flying disc 
15-19 squares: all previous prizes, a giant pack of construction 
paper, and choose a hymn to sing in worship on Sunday 
20-24 squares: all previous prizes, a paint set, and choose the Children's Worship 
activities one Sunday when we are back together 
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ALL 25 squares: all previous prizes, a bag of fidgets, AND Rebecca will come do chalk art 
on your driveway 
In addition to the prizes listed, each square counts as a vote towards choosing a mission 
partner for us to send a $100 donation in honor of the children of SMPC. 
  

YOUTH  MINISTRY 
 
 
August Mission Monday Challenge 
 Every week in August, you'll be given a Mission Project 
to do with your family on Monday evening (or any day 
of the week).  
 

You'll be given a "work" option or a "donation" option - choose one or do both! We'll ask 
you to take a photo of what you do together and post it on social media with the hashtag 
#SMPCMissionMonday - you can also tag @smpcyouth, if it's on Instagram!. 
 
Monday, 8/17 Work: Letter Writing 
Think of a church member - younger or older than you! - and find their address in 
ChurchLife. Send a letter of encouragement and love to this person! You can include your 
favourite cheesy knock knock joke, a pun, a blessing, etc. Consider asking for a letter 
back!  
  
Donation 
Check out Urban Ministry's donation wishlist. There's a LOT needed to help our 
neighbours experiencing homelessness right now:  
 
https://www.urbanministrycenter.org/helping-the-homeless/ways-you-can-
help/donate/our-wishlist/ 
  

 
YOUTH PARENTS:  Want to know what this fall will 
look like?  
 
Please register and attend our SMPC Parent Meeting, 
Sunday, August 30 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
All of us being on the same page will be VITAL to our 

ministry this fall.   
 
 
 
To be safe this year, we are planning on pre-recording a 
version of Youth Sunday, just in case...which means, we 
have to prep for Youth Sunday way earlier than usual!  
 
  

If you want to participate in Youth Sunday as... 
a Musician 
a Youth Choir Member (virtual)  
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a visual Artist  
a Sound Board Engineer  
a Dancer  
or some other creative idea...email  jessica@smpchome.org.  
 
 
  

SMALL  GROUPS  AND  MEETUPS 
NEW! Sit & See 
Interested in joining a small, informal, socially-
distanced gathering outside on SMPC's campus? 
Contact Nancy Metzler, nancy@smpchome.org . 
  
Contact Nancy Metzler, nancy@smpchome.org for the Zoom 
ID#.  
  
Coffee Grounds Online 
Sunday, August 16, 11:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., 
Zoom 
After streaming our worship service live, join in on 
Zoom to see familiar faces and perhaps meet someone 
new. 
Contact Nancy Metzler, nancy@smpchome.org for the Zoom 
ID#.  
  

 
  

Ballantyne Business Group 
Wednesday, August 19 Noon, Zoom 
Join this informal group on first and third Wednesdays 
for lunch and thoughtful discussion on a variety of 
topics.  
Contact David Huss, david.huss@allentate.com, to participate! 
   
Dr. Matt Brown's Bible Study 
Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m., Zoom 
An exploration of the scripture for the coming week's 
sermon. 
Contact Matt Brown, matt@smpchome.org for the Zoom link. 
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If your SMPC Small Group or MeetUp would like to host a ZOOM online 
meeting, or a socially-distanced gathering on SMPC's campus, please 
contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality & Connection. 
 
Also, if you are interested in formally joining the SMPC family, Nancy would love to speak with 
you! 
  
 
  
 
   

Nancy Metzler 
Director of Hospitality & 

Connection 
nancy@smpchome.org 

 

 

MISSIONS-OUTREACH  MINISTRY 
 
HALLELUJAH FOR HAITI 
September 18-27 
 
Hallelujah for Haiti is a virtual fundraising event hosted by 
Friends Empowering Haiti, formerly FOFCB. 

 
Their mission is to raise awareness and generate financial support for the fine people of 
Bayonnais, Haiti. In doing so, we will continue to foster education, care for the sick and 
feed the hungry.  
 
LEARN MORE AND DONATE 
HERE:  https://m.facebook.com/events/276056880339272  

  
Contact Kyle Smith, ksmith@helenadamsrealty.com. 
  

STAYING  CONNECTED 
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South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church, 8601 Bryant Farms Rd., Charlotte, NC 28277 
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Try email marketing for free today! 

 

 

  

 
THIS IS A TEST EMAIL ONLY. 
This email was sent by the author for the sole purpose of testing a draft message. If you believe you have received the 
message in error, please contact the author by replying to this message. Constant Contact takes reports of abuse very 
seriously. If you wish to report abuse, please forward this message to abuse@constantcontact.com. 


