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Dear SMPC Family, 

 

In an amazingly providential way, SMPC’s “Faith Over Fear” fall theme was chosen in February, 

pre-pandemic, during planning for our 2020 Women’s Retreat. Who could have known just how 

appropriate that message would be to what we are experiencing now? We are living in strange and 

fearful times. And our church is here to remind us that nothing can separate us from God’s love and 

that our faith will see us through. 

 

We hope you see the work the church is doing to keep our congregation connected—to God and to 

each other. The enclosed brochure offers a snapshot of the many in-person and virtual worship and 

programming opportunities taking place on Sundays and throughout the week. 

 

Our 2021 Operating Fund budget goals are to maintain our current programming level and, 

importantly, to maintain our staff. A pandemic is a difficult time to ask for financial support, but we 

hope that with whatever uncertainty you may feel, you know that your church is a source of strength 

and encouragement. If you are able to support the church financially at this time, your commitment 

will be greatly appreciated. Please return the enclosed pledge card or pledge online at 

https://www.smpchome.org/give on or before Commitment Sunday, October 25. If you are unable to 

specify a pledge amount at this time, please note “defer” on your card or online pledge form. This 

will help with our follow-up work. 

 

We are the church, even though it looks and feels a little different right now, and we will continue to 

be the church long after we have overcome the challenges facing us today. 

 

Faithfully, 

 

Craig Parrish 

Stewardship Committee Chair 

 

https://www.smpchome.org/give




Dear members and friends of South Mecklenburg, 

Some were exiles. Some were prisoners. Some wound up there because they had 
nowhere else to go. For all of them, everything was new, but nothing was normal. Their 
lives, the lives of their children, and the lives of their grandchildren would be experienced 
in a sort of limbo, for they were a people without place. Their homes lost, their neighbors 
possibly killed, their temple in ruins. Remembering that time, their psalters sang, "By the 
waters of Babylon, there we sat down and wept when we remembered Zion." From 587 
BCE to 539 BCE the Israelites languished in a foreign land. It was a slow slide from shock 
to grief to despair. Seven months into a pandemic, we may not have hit the wall, but we 
can see it approaching. Imagine fifty years! 

Yet, maybe, just maybe, even when your life is upended and displaced, there remain 
patterns and observances that bring meaning and provide balance, nerve, and sanity in 
the midst of chaos. For exiles far from home, where so much seemed alien, and where 
they were seen as aliens, what do you think it meant for them to know that the Sabbath 
would come, nevertheless, as rhythmically consistent as the dawn, thus providing a 
heartbeat, a lifeline for the community? The candle would be lit, the prayers would be 
said, the Torah would be read, the songs would be sung. To the exiles, the Lord said, 
"Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. When 
you pass through the waters, I will be with you." 

What will come tomorrow? I can't say. Yet, this I know, Sunday's coming and through the 
grace of our Lord and the fellowship of the Spirit, we will be together. I love when I see 
these simple words in the comments below the worship link on our Facebook page, 
"We're here!" Yes, we are, and through our shared commitment to 
the love we know in this community, we'll be here for the next 
Sabbath, and the one after that, and...  

Luther said it well. "We shall not fear, for God hath willed, his truth 
to triumph through us." Thank you for your love for this sacred 
community that we can call home, no matter where we are. 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Stewardship in a Pandemic is a metaphor for Faith Over Fear. 
The work of the church continues, even through the wilderness, and the 

church endures. Does my church support me? Yes, now more than ever.  

Does my church need my support? Yes, now more than ever. 



How are we continuing to be the church during a pandemic? 
Worship & Music:  Our live-streamed worship services are very well attended, providing 

a sense of normalcy in not-so-normal times. The variety of our musical offerings is 

appreciated by all.  

Missions & Outreach:  We continue to seek ways to serve our neighbors. Our financial  

support of Loaves & Fishes has doubled, and we offer a benevolence fund for our church 

families impacted by the pandemic. 

Hospitality & Engagement:  Virtual fellowship is still fellowship! Small groups are meeting 

via Zoom or socially-distanced on campus. We have several new and different ways to  

connect. 

Spiritual Formation:  We have been creative in offering learning and growing 

opportunities for children, youth, and adults! 



How can I support my church during a pandemic? 
Our annual Operating Fund campaign funds our ministries, programs,  

and operations for the next calendar year. 

The amount we are able to budget for 2021 is dependent on pledges received. 

How has the pandemic affected SMPC’s income? 

Because we have been unable to worship in person, we have experienced a decrease in 
unpledged and loose plate giving. Pledged income has remained consistent and is vital to 
weathering the pandemic. For our 2021 Budget, pledges are more important than ever. 

How has the pandemic affected SMPC’s expenses? 

Our largest expense is personnel, and we are grateful that we have been able to maintain 
our staff at 100%. Our staff has led us through the pandemic with creativity and flexibility 
and is a source of stability to our congregation. Our utilities costs are down due to the 
limited use of our campus, and programming costs remain stable due to the shift to 
online programming. 

How can I support SMPC? 

If you are a family whose financial situation has not been negatively impacted by the 
pandemic, we need your support more than ever. We need you to step up in faith while 
others in our congregation are unable to do so. Please return your pledge card on or 
before Commitment Sunday, October 25. 

On the other hand, if you are facing financial uncertainty, please do not feel burdened by 
your desire to financially support your church at this time. Find peace and know that your 
church supports you.  
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