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The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every
morning; great is your faithfulness. "The Lord is my portion," says my soul, "therefore I will
hope in him. - Lamentations 3:22-24

For the past couple of weeks, I have been engaged with the children of SMPC and their households
with Compassion Camp, our five-week virtual and at-home opportunity for families to engage in
Bible stories, music, science, art, yoga, and more. It has been beautiful and painful, every
interaction tinged by the loss of normalcy and buoyed by the grace of new ways of being together.
But while it is, without question, lacking the sheer energy and excitement of Vacation Bible School,
it is also giving the children faith language to engage what they see happening in their world.

I can see them starting to make real connections between Jesus' call and how they should live. I
have heard their stories about marching, and grieving well, and beginning to understand empathy.
In the midst of a global upheaval, the children have found freedom to be vulnerable and express
the truth of their lives. Perhaps it's being in the comfort of their home that makes them so brave, or
maybe it's because so many of the assumptions they held about the world have crumbled. I don't
know the reason, but our children have gotten very honest, and we should pay attention. They are
making connections between faith and life, and they have a lot to teach us.

In the midst of this wonderful couple of weeks with our young people, like many of you, Rafael and
I have been wrestling with the impossible choice before us about the education of our rising 2nd
grader. There is no good or right choice, and there are no winners in the scenario before us. I ran
across some wise advice from a pediatrician who framed this very helpfully: make a choice, let it
go, and then be curious about what good will come from this new thing. I would have used the
word "blessing" instead. I miss Vacation Bible School, but the blessings of Compassion Camp have
been many. I will miss the regular start of the school year, but the blessings of a new way will be
many. I'm choosing to approach them with curiosity and hope. My prayer is that you may also find
a way to lament the losses of this time, to be curious about what blessings will come, and like our
children, to connect your faith with your actions in the world.

Peace be with you,

Rebecca

Rebecca Guzman
Director of Spiritual Formation

rebecca@smpchome.org

mailto:rebecca@smpchome.org


7/23/2020 Constant Contact : Emails : Details

https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/emcf/email/view?flow=view&camefrom=view&campaign=f3f863af-9ed9-43c8-9ae7-c14b44761a7b 2/6

SMPC  REOPENING  TASK  FORCE
Parking Lot Prayer

 
During a week when nightly thunderstorms were the norm, the skies were clear over the SMPC campus on
Wednesday, July 22. Over 50 of our SMPC family backed their cars into parking spaces -- drive-in movie-
style -- for Parking Lot Prayer. Flashlights and cell phones in hand, attendees participated in our first in-
person service since March 8 and togetherness never felt better! As Rev. Whitney Bayer said, "It is life-giving
to see each other's faces."

For more than four months our SMPC family has been physically distant, but our staff has creatively kept us
socially and spiritually connected. Since March, Mary Anne and Don Thacker have faithfully gathered
around their TV for weekly worship services from their retirement community in Matthews. Their car was
among the first to arrive for Parking Lot Prayer. "I really felt God wanted me here tonight," Mary Anne said
after our time of prayer. "I felt as though God were calling me to help care for others during these times."

As we remain physically apart, please continue to look for ways to care for each other and for our
community. Watch for weekly email updates through SMPC Now about creative programming and small
gatherings on SMPC's campus. And contact Freda Smith, 980-265-2843, if your small group would like to
meet up outside.

Please stay safe and stay connected!

SPIRITUAL  FORMATION  MINISTRY

Children!
Be sure to check your email on Saturday mornings 
for resources for parents to use with children on 

Sunday mornings!

If you are not receiving the emails, please contact Rebecca Guzman.
 

 

TED Talk Tuesdays
Let's Talk about Racism
Join Rebecca via Zoom every Tuesday in August from
6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. We will watch a talk each week
(some TED Talks, some TheoEd talks, etc.) by various
race educators, then have conversation around what
they mean in light of our Christian faith. You can come
to one or all four! 

mailto:rebecca@smpchome.org
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Please register here in ChurchLife to receive the zoom link.

Compassion Camp: Want to see the videos?
If you did not sign up for Compassion Camp OR do not have a
preschool or elementary age child in your house, you may still
enjoy the weekly videos of our Bible story, music, science lesson,
and more created by our own SMPC Families.

To be added to the email list, please contact Rebecca Guzman. 

SMPC Bingo Instructions
Print a Bingo card here!
Get to work on your SMPC Summer Bingo cards! Take photos of
yourself completing projects and have your grown-ups post
them on social media using the hashtag #SMPCSummerBingo.
Once you have completed all the squares you intend to do, email
a photo of your completed card to rebecca@smpchome.org . The
deadline for completing SMPC Summer Bingo is August 15. 
The prizes are listed below:

5 squares: "A Walk in God's Garden" seed packet and a sheet of
stickers
6-9 squares: all previous prizes and a pack of sidewalk chalk
10-14 squares: all previous prizes and a flying disc
15-19 squares: all previous prizes, a giant pack of construction
paper, and choose a hymn to sing in worship on Sunday
20-24 squares: all previous prizes, a paint set, and choose the Children's Worship activities
one Sunday when we are back together
ALL 25 squares: all previous prizes, a bag of fidgets, AND Rebecca will come do chalk art
on your driveway
In addition to the prizes listed, each square counts as a vote towards choosing a mission
partner for us to send a $100 donation in honor of the children of SMPC.
 

YOUTH  MINISTRY
Youth Small Group Gatherings
Social Distance Style!
You should have already received an email with the
Sign up Genius link from your youth's host!
Small groups are according to grade.
 

Please read the Youth Small Group Gatherings: How-To Safety Guide.
By signing up to attend an SMPC small group, you are agreeing to abide by the How -To Guide's Safety Guidelines.

CLICK HERE for the 2020 Youth Small Group Gatherings How To Guide

 
August Mission Monday Challenge
 Every week in August, you'll be given a Mission Project to do with your family on Monday
evening (or any day of the week). 

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=HhjL+E7+RiXNlqv4yQO2Eg==&site=138679&ReturnUrl=events%2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=3071&EventID=191764&sn=138679
mailto:rebecca@smpchome.org
https://e119bd03-805a-48cd-b787-0923daf55452.filesusr.com/ugd/5a4ebc_b961508f9d164d5f8ce806c80dc1b0f2.pdf
https://e119bd03-805a-48cd-b787-0923daf55452.filesusr.com/ugd/5a4ebc_b961508f9d164d5f8ce806c80dc1b0f2.pdf
https://e119bd03-805a-48cd-b787-0923daf55452.filesusr.com/ugd/5a4ebc_669d6294e2cf4b37bf51be92f9017df5.pdf
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You'll be given a "work" option or a "donation" option -
choose one or do both! We'll ask you to take a photo of
what you do together and post it on social media with
the hashtag #SMPCMissionMonday - you can also tag
@smpcyouth, if it's on Instagram!.

Monday, 8/3: WORK: Clean up a yard!
A lot of work goes into taking care of one's yard. Reach out to a neighbor and ask to help
by grabbing a rake, pulling some weeds, mowing the grass, or watering the plants!  

Donate: Check out Charlotte Mecklenburg County Animal Care and Control's donation
page. Decide as a family how you will donate to help our shelter animals!
https://charlottenc.gov/AnimalsCMPD/Donate/Pages/default.aspx

SMALL  GROUPS  AND  MEETUPS
NEW! Sip & See
Interested in joining a small, informal, socially-
distanced gathering outside on SMPC's campus?
Contact Nancy Metzler, nancy@smpchome.org .
 
Contact Nancy Metzler, nancy@smpchome.org for the Zoom ID#.
 
Coffee Grounds Online
Sunday, August 2, 11:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., Zoom
After streaming our worship service live, join in on
Zoom to see familiar faces and perhaps meet someone
new.
Contact Nancy Metzler, nancy@smpchome.org for the Zoom ID#.
 

 

Ballantyne Business Group
Wednesday, August 5, Noon, Zoom
Join this informal group on first and third Wednesdays
for lunch and thoughtful discussion on a variety of
topics.
Contact David Huss, david.huss@allentate.com, to participate!
 

Dr. Matt Brown's Bible Study
Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m., Zoom
An exploration of the scripture for the coming week's
sermon.
Contact Matt Brown, matt@smpchome.org for the Zoom link.
 

 

https://charlottenc.gov/AnimalsCMPD/Donate/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
mailto:david.huss@allentate.com
mailto:matt@smpchome.org
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Nancy Metzler
Director of Hospitality

& Connection
nancy@smpchome.org

If your SMPC Small Group or MeetUp would like to host a ZOOM online
meeting, or a socially-distanced gathering on SMPC's campus, please
contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality & Connection.

Also, if you are interested in formally joining the SMPC family, Nancy
would love to speak with you!
 

 

 

GIVING

 
 ONLINE GIVING

Many of our donors feel a connection to the church's work when they
are able to place their gift in our offering plates and then dedicate those
offerings through prayer with the congregation. This is an important
practice and an important part of our worship services. 

Many other donors appreciate the convenience and discipline of online giving, and those
gifts, too, are dedicated through prayer during the worship services each week. While
meeting together is not possible, the church would like to encourage either online giving
(options and instructions below) or mailing gifts to our P.O. Box 79321, Charlotte, NC 
28271.

For questions or help with online giving, contact Mary Katheryne Zagora in the church
office, mkzagora@smpchome.org or 704-544-0404 ext 116.

 

STAYING  CONNECTED

mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
https://www.smpchome.org/give
mailto:mkzagora@smpchome.org
https://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian/
https://www.smpchome.org/
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