
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

A Service of Worship 

Second Sunday in Advent 

December 5, 2021, 10:10 a.m., Sanctuary & Live Streamed  

WE GATHER 

PRELUDE Ding Dong! Merrily on High arr. Robert Lau 

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH  Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

MOMENT FOR MUSIC  Zach Bowyer 

CALL TO WORSHIP Jane, Jeff, Dana, and Addie Brookshire 

Lighting of the Advent Candle - PEACE 

One: … As the light of these two candles burns and grows, we will wait, eagerly, longing for the 

birth of a child and for the peace that only love, and justice can bring. May peace light up 

the world. 

All: The light of this candle reminds us that, in this time of anticipation, there is peace 

in knowing Emmanuel – God is with us. 

CHORAL RESPONSE He Came Down No. 137 

He came down that we may have peace; 

He came down that we may have peace; 

He came down that we may have peace. 

Hallelujah forevermore! 

PRAYER (unison) Jane Brookshire 



Prince of Peace, please reveal yourself to us today. For you speak peace into the world in 

the way of the Christ child. And we are in need of peace in our lives, our homes, our 

families, our church, and our world. Help us to slow down and seek out the peace you 

provide, so we may become peacemakers for ourselves and others. Help us to embody your 

peace in all ways possible. God of hope, God of peace, into our darkness come. AMEN. 

*HYMN  Prepare the Way, O Zion No. 106 

 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) Rev. Whitney Bayer 

God our Maker, we confess that we are not ready to meet you. You call us to repent, but we 

turn away from you. You wait patiently for us, but we fail to watch and wait for you. Forgive 

us, God of grace. Embrace us with tender mercy so that we may be at one with you when all 

your glory is revealed; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (silence) 

One: Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. 

Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE Rev. Bayer 

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE   

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT Lilly McAnally 

1. This video about the book of Malachi is helpful for older kids and adults. For younger kids, and 

in Children’s Worship today, we are going to talk about a different prophet: John the Baptist! 

John the Baptist came before Jesus, and he helped the people understand how to get ready for 

Jesus. He still helps us understand how to get ready for Jesus: we should think about what in 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HPGShWZ4Jvk


our world needs to change. Some people think that the prophet that Malachi talks about in his 

book of the Bible actually IS John the Baptist. 

2. Read or watch the story of John the Baptist, and then pretend to be John the Baptist! If you have 

any bells that you are allowed to use, ring the bells and walk around your house saying, “Prepare 

the way of the Lord! Jesus is coming!” 

3. If you are worshiping from home, see if you have an Advent wreath that you can light along 

with us each Sunday of Advent. Look around the sanctuary and see if you can find the star! 

4. Journal, considering these questions: 

a. How do we get ready for Jesus?  

b. What things in our world need to change? 

c. What do you think it means to “prepare the way of the Lord?” 

Children four years old through third grade may recess to the back of the sanctuary for Children’s 

Worship. The children will return to join their families following the Sermon. 

ANTHEM Tidings of Joy Lloyd Larson 

 Chancel Choir; Chancel Ringers; Ann Carney, piano 

Ding dong! Merrily on high with joy the bells are ringing! 

Ding dong! Verily the sky is filled with angels singing! 

Gloria! Hosanna in excelsis! 

God rest you merry gentlemen, let nothing you dismay. 

Remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas day, 

To save us all from Satan’s power when we were gone astray. 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy! 

From God our Heavenly Father a blessed Angel came. 

And unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same. 

How that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name. 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy! 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  Dr. Brown  

READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT Malachi 3: 1-4  

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will 

suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is 

coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when 

he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of 

silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they 

present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be 

pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 

READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT Mark 13: 35-37  

“Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 

evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes 

suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

One: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON Watching On the Move   Dr. Brown 

* THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison) The Nicene Creed 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_OO84K9RuF0


  Rev. Bayer 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for 

our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 

Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 

the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come. Amen. 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

SPECIAL MUSIC On This Day Earth Shall Ring Michael Helman 

Chancel Ringers 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE  Dr. Brown 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Bayer 

One: The Lord be with you.  

Many:  And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts.   

Many: We lift them to the Lord. 

One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise . . . 

“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.”  Amen. 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

THE BREAD AND THE CUP  

You are invited to come to the tables (see diagram), take the elements, and return to your seats. 

If you are not able to come forward, you will be served at your seat. Gluten-free elements are 

offered at the back of the Sanctuary and behind the sound booth in the balcony. 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Dr. Brown 

WE GO OUT TO SERVE 

*HYMN My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout No. 100 



 

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  Dr. Brown 

*CHORAL RESPONSE   



 For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophets seen of old, 

when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold, 

when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, 

and the whole world give back the song, which now the angels sing. 

POSTLUDE Postlude on “Christmas Bells Are Ringing” Dan Miller 

Having been nurtured in the Word of the Lord, let us respond by offering ourselves to God, 

furthering God’s ministry in this community and in the world. Please prayerfully consider placing 

your offering in the offering boxes as you leave, texting SMPC to 73256, or giving online at: 

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=138679. 

WORSHIP SERVICE NOTES 

Leading Worship this Morning   

 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 

 Rev. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor 

 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist 

 Lilly McAnally, Children’s Vision and Planning Committee 

 Chancel Choir 

 Chancel Ringers 

A/V Team: Kari Case and Xander Case 

Deacon/Elder of the Day: Wendy Sinclair 

Ushers: Mick Hunt, Charlie Metzler, Craig Parrish, Gwen Volker, Carol Watkins 

Flowers in the sanctuary this morning are given to the glory of God and in memory of Jack 

Macauley by Lindalee Macauley. 

Welcome to South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church! Whether you are joining us in person 

or online, whether you are a first-time visitor, a long-term member, or something in between, we 

are glad that you are worshipping with us and we want to stay connected with you. If you don’t 

receive our weekly email, sent out on Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of 

Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. This email contains information about 

upcoming worship services and church activities. Also, check us out on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian.  

Congregational Notes (as of December 2, 2021) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Lisa & Andy Burke, and family, as Lisa’s mother, Marcia Koehler, entered the Church 

triumphant on Sunday, November 28. 

• Sara Tezzi, as she recovers from surgery. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

• All those in our congregation and community managing COVID-19. 

• Our church, our community, our country, and the world as we face this world-wide pandemic. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  prayer@SMPChome.org. 

 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-735003.  

All rights reserved. 

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=138679
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
http://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian
mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org


 

 

 

 



For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away,
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him." – Acts 2:39
 
"The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with
the house of Israel and the house of Judah."   - Jeremiah 31:34
 
Advent signifies promise and promise equals potential. The potential of
Advent is not discovered in a sale price, but rather is seen through a particular
worldview where God replaces the self as the nucleus. "The earth is the Lord's
and the fullness thereof." "The Lord is my strength and my salvation." "For
God alone my soul waits in silence; from him comes my salvation."  
 
To acknowledge God's sovereignty is to pierce our illusions of control and
trust a purpose beyond the limited scope of our vision. To trust such a purpose
is to embrace a peace in the knowledge that even in our failures, God sees
potential.
 
This God can open a closed heart and resurrect a vanquished spirit. In Isaiah,
the Lord awakens our mothballed imagination: Behold, I am doing a new
thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the
wilderness and rivers in the desert." The Apostle Paul encourages us: "The one
who calls you is faithful, and he will do it." Advent is a time to live expectantly
because in God, you are never bereft of potential and there is always a
possibility for good.

Grace and Peace,
Matt

https://www.smpchome.org/alternative-gift-market
https://e119bd03-805a-48cd-b787-0923daf55452.filesusr.com/ugd/5a4ebc_7914c50377bb4257b5931390193b353d.pdf
https://www.smpchome.org/events/a-festival-of-carols-3
https://www.smpchome.org/events/sacred-space-a-contemplative-pause-2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ea5a928a31-salvation3
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a4aabaf2ba20-smpc1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ea5a928a31-bread
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=tdL5lRtysebxY3RPw1/3vg==&site=138679&ReturnUrl=events%2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=3071&EventID=214589&sn=138679
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=+f8/Ijhr5UVHfOQCnXuISg==&site=138679&ReturnUrl=events%2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=3071&EventID=212678&sn=138679
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=93e4QvXFThXnAZfANd1L3Q==&site=138679&ReturnUrl=events%2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=3071&EventID=212676&sn=138679
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=M/lDRQTvepoXFaV7BKrI/Q==&site=138679&ReturnUrl=events%2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=3071&EventID=215770&sn=138679
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=BqDEvBDEdUSJGdm7oJJyGw==&site=138679&ReturnUrl=events%2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=3071&EventID=212304&sn=138679
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
https://www.smpchome.org/adults
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
https://www.smpchome.org/adults
https://e119bd03-805a-48cd-b787-0923daf55452.filesusr.com/ugd/5a4ebc_d6d291e031c8431ea95d141fe9d43bb5.pdf
https://www.smpchome.org/adults
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
https://www.smpchome.org/give
https://form.jotform.com/202455947334156
https://goo.gl/maps/98EDbRseHxzGZCwD6


WORSHIP
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5

The Second Sunday in Advent

8:30 a.m., Chapel
10:10 a.m., Sanctuary

Our 10:10 a.m. worship service is also streamed live.

In compliance with the current
mask mandate by the city and county,

please remain masked indoors.
 

For children’s worship,
children age five and over must mask indoors. 

When outside, masks are not required.

Advent Devotional Collection

https://smpcadventdevotional.wordpress.com/2021/11/22/welcome-2/?fbclid=IwAR2j0YEpi4wYHsNfPSIkvnNsH_ZWUm9dQVJA15-I32qLoW5AS_9tp1pzRAg


CLICK ABOVE TO VIEW DETAILS AND PURCHASING OPTIONS!

Explore Seasons,
our 2021 Advent program guide!

CLICK THE IMAGE ON THE RIGHT
TO VIEW!

WORSHIP MINISTRY



NEW TIME!

A Festival of Carols
Sunday, December 12
6:00 p.m., Sanctuary

This Advent tradition moves from morning to evening!

Also live-streamed on www.smpchome.org/Boxcast/Facebook Live.

Join Rev. Diane Giannola for a short, calming break to your day!
December 7, 14, and 21

Noon on Zoom
 

Click the image above to email Rev. Diane Giannola for the Zoom link!

MISSIONS-OUTREACH MINISTRY



CLICK ABOVE TO HELP DELIVER BREAD TO OUR NEIGHBORS!

December & January dates available!

Pray for our friends in Haiti.

To send funds to help with disaster relief, make an online donation:
Through SMPC:

CLICK HERE
Selecting fund “Other”, including "earthquake” in the memo.

Through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance:
CLICK HERE

A primary way to support our efforts in Haiti is to sponsor a child.

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=138679
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=138679
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/presbyterian-church-u-s-a-agencies-minister-to-hard-hit-haiti/


Contact Judy Jones, Contact Judy Jones, judy21jones@gmail.com,
for details., for details.

YOUTH MINISTRY

CLICK ABOVE TO REGISTER!

TEXT UPDATES
Sign up for Youth Ministry text reminders by texting

@SMPCYG to 81010

INSTAGRAM
Follow SMPC Youth Ministry

on Instagram
@smpcyouth

PARENT VOLUNTEERS
It takes many hands to make our

Youth Ministry gatherings successful!
SIGN UP TO HERE TO HELP

mailto:mkzagora@smpchome.org
mailto:judy21jones@gmail.com
mailto:judy21jones@gmail.com
mailto:mkzagora@smpchome.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4ca5a729aafec43-youth1


SPIRITUAL FORMATION MINISTRY

CLICK ABOVE TO REGISTER!

CLICK ABOVE TO REGISTER!

SMALL GROUPS AND MEET-UPS

A Caregiver's Journey
Tuesday, December 14
1:00 p.m., McQueen Room
This group now meets the second Tuesday of each month.

Finding meaning and purpose as you care for a loved one
with Alzheimer’s or dementia.

Facilitators: Kathy Garner (SMPC Faith Ambassador through the
Alzheimer’s Association) and Rev. Whitney Bayer.



Contact Rev. Whitney Bayer, whitney@smpchome.org, to sign up.

All Things Considered
Sundays, 8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m., Zoom

Study: The Wired Word, a curriculum that links
current events to appropriate Scripture. Because
the topic changes weekly, depending on what’s
happening in the world, this is a perfect class for
folks who can’t commit to coming every week.
Please contact Rebecca Guzman to be added to the
weekly email with the topic and zoom
information.

Contact Rebecca Guzman, rebecca@smpchome.org, for the
Zoom ID#.

C.A.R.E.
Conversation Around Race Equity
Sunday, December 12, 4:00 p.m. &
Monday, December 13, 12:00 p.m.

Led by: Rev. Whitney Bayer and Rev. Diane Giannola

Email Rev. Whitney Bayer, whitney@smpchome.org, for
the Zoom ID#.

Dr. Matt Brown's Bible Study
Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Zoom

An exploration of the scripture for the coming
week's sermon.

Contact Dr. Matt Brown, matt@smpchome.org, for the Zoom
ID#.

Food for Thought Book Group
Thursday, December 2, 6:30 p.m., Zoom

Theme: Conquering Loneliness
The Brilliant Life of Eudora Honeysett by Annie Lyons.

Click the image link for this year's schedule and reading
list. (The 2021-2022 Reading List is also available!)

mailto:rebecca@smpchome.org
mailto:whitney@smpchome.org
mailto:matt@smpchome.org


Contact Kathy Paquette, khesspaquette@aol.com, for the
Zoom ID#.

The Joy Class
Sundays, 8:30 a.m.-9:30 a.m., Zoom

Study: First Corinthians: Searching the Depths of God
by Jaime Clark-Soles. This class is open to all and
always enjoys new faces.      

Contact Rebecca Guzman, rebecca@smpchome.org, for the
Zoom ID#.

If your SMPC Small Group or MeetUp would like to host a ZOOM online meeting, or a
socially-distanced gathering on SMPC's campus, please contact Nancy Metzler,
Director of Hospitality & Connection at nancy@smpchome.org.

Also, if you are interested in formally joining the SMPC family, Nancy would love to
speak with you!

WORSHIP MINISTRY

Would you like to provide flowers?

The 2021-2022 sign-up calendar to provide flowers for Sunday Worship is available
HERE.

You may provide your own arrangement, have a florist supply your arrangement, or make a
donation to the Sanctuary Building Fund and the Worship Committee will provide the
flowers.

Questions? Contact Karen Malmut, karenmalmut@yahoo.com, 704-591-9496.

GIVING

mailto:khesspaquette@aol.com
mailto:rebecca@smpchome.org
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ea5a928a31-flowers


2022 Operating Fund Campaign

Click the image above to pledge online.

Questions? Contact Mary Katheryne Zagora, mkzagora@smpchome.org.

STAYING CONNECTED

Visit our Website

          

LIVE STREAMING WORSHIP
SUNDAYS, 10:10 A.M.

ON WWW.SMPCHOME.ORG, THE BOXCAST APP ON YOUR TV,
AND FACEBOOK LIVE.

mailto:mkzagora@smpchome.org
http://www.smpchome.org
http://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian
http://www.instagram.com/southmeckpres


Join our mailing
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