
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Youth Sunday 

Commitment Sunday 

October 25, 2020, 10:10 a.m.  

WE GATHER 

PRELUDE Varon de Dolores Alexandro Escaltini 

  Kendal Colson, piano 

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH  Kate Smith and Olivia Smith 

One:     The Lord be with you. 

All:       And also with you.   

INTROIT  A Merry Heart Cynthia Dobrinski 

  Youth Boomwhackers 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Riley Bahnweg 

One:  God is with us! 

Many:  We feel the power of God.  

One:  God loves us.  

Many:  Let us feel God’s love together! 

One:  God protects us.  

All:  God’s love will be with us always.  



LITURGICAL DANCE “Together” Sia 

  Lily Claire Jacobus 

CALL TO CONFESSION   George Elledge  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (unison)   Davis Lee 

Dear God, we understand that, as a community, we sin every day. As individual people, we 

sin every day. We acknowledge that we have not always been truthful. We acknowledge that 

we have not always chosen right over wrong. We recognize our sin, and we ask your 

forgiveness. Please help us to stray away from sin and give us the courage to be able to live 

more like you. (silence) 

Leader:  Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our 

Redeemer. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE  Bennett Holder 

RESPONSE OF PRAISE  Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 

CHURCH FAMILY MOMENT  Brooke and Addison Hicks 

The Church Family Moment today is based on the Scripture from Luke 5:1-11.  

1. Using pipe cleaners and beads, form a fish. Put it somewhere that you’ll see! 

2. Cut a piece of paper into strips. Cut small slits about 1 inch from each end, then fold the paper 

strip and attach the slits to form a fish. Drop it from a high place, and see what happens! 

3. Draw a fish. On the inside, write a little bit about how we can invite others to follow Jesus.  

4. Journal, considering the following questions: 

a. I wonder what Jesus was teaching to those gathered. 

b. I wonder why Jesus wanted to speak to the crowd from a boat. 

c. I wonder why Jesus told Simon to let down his nets for a catch. 

d. I wonder what might have gone through Simon’s mind when Jesus told him to let down 

his nets. 

e. What happened when Simon did let down his net? 

f. What was Simon’s response to Jesus? What did Jesus say about that? What did Jesus say 

to Simon? I wonder what that means. 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  Brett Parrish 

READING Luke 5:1-11 Chloe Davis  

Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on 

him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had 

gone out of them and were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to 

Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the 



crowds from the boat. When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep 

water and let down your nets for a catch.” Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night 

long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” When they had done 

this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. So they signaled their 

partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they 

began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from 

me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of 

fish that they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners 

with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching 

people.” When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.  

One: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

MEDITATION  Madison Gosnell  

SPECIAL MUSIC Sinfonia from Cantata no. 156 J.S. Bach 

  Riley Cornell, oboe 

  Blythe Kinsey, piano accompaniment 

READING Luke 1:26-38 Kinsley Colson 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 

virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 

Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was 

much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to 

her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in 

your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the 

Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will 

reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the 

angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come 

upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 

be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 

conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be 

impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 

according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

One: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

MEDITATION  Kara Cushman 

SPECIAL MUSIC Peace Be Still Hope Darst, Mia Fields, 

  Joanna Alford, vocal and Andrew Holt 

  Blythe Kinsey, piano accompaniment 

READING Luke 5:1-11 Evan Williams 

Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on 

him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had 

gone out of them and were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to 



Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the 

crowds from the boat. When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep 

water and let down your nets for a catch.” Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night 

long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” When they had done 

this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. So they signaled their 

partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they 

began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from 

me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of 

fish that they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners 

with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching 

people.” When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.  

One: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

MEDITATION  Maddie Dellinger  

READING Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 Ryan Muñoz  

Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were brought 

forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

You turn us back to dust, and say, “Turn back, you mortals.” For a thousand years in your sight 

are like yesterday when it is past, or like a watch in the night. You sweep them away; they are like 

a dream, like grass that is renewed in the morning; in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in 

the evening it fades and withers. Turn, O LORD! How long? Have compassion on your servants! 

Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 

Make us glad as many days as you have afflicted us, and as many years as we have seen evil. Let 

your work be manifest to your servants, and your glorious power to their children. Let the favor of 

the Lord our God be upon us, and prosper for us the work of our hands—O prosper the work of 

our hands! 

One: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

MEDITATION  Jake Royster 

SPECIAL MUSIC Blessed Be Your Name  Matt and Beth Redman  

 Kara Cushman, vocal  

 Blythe Kinsey, piano accompaniment  

READING Luke 5:1-11 Kasia Hurlburt 

Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on 

him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had 

gone out of them and were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to 

Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the 

crowds from the boat. When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep 

water and let down your nets for a catch.” Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night 

long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” When they had done 

this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. So they signaled their 



partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they 

began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from 

me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of 

fish that they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners 

with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching 

people.” When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.  

One: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

MEDITATION  Caroline Sinclair   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)  Elizabeth Bartholomew 

We believe in God, because God is the maker of heaven and earth. We believe in Jesus 

because he helps us get through tough times. He died on the cross for us. He went through a 

lot of pain for us. He descended into hell and rose from the dead on the third day, for us. The 

Holy Spirit is always with us. We can feel the Holy Spirit’s presence. We pray to the Lord in 

church. The Lord is the audience of our worship. The Lord is our guide through tough times 

and good times. We pray all of this, in the name of the Lord.   Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Claire Fenton  

  and Shay Soderlund 

Our prayer today, written by our Class of 2021 Confirmands, is a call and response prayer. 

Whenever you hear one of us say “O Loving Lord,” please respond with,  

“Loving and believing, we lift these prayers to you.” 

. . . “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.” Amen. 

MOMENT FOR STEWARDSHIP  Craig and Courtney Parrish  

Pledge to the 2021 Operating Fund here: https://www.smpchome.org/give 

TIME FOR OFFERINGS AND REFLECTION 

 Christ Be Our Light   Bernadette Farrell 

 Youth Choir  

Give online at https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=138679 or text SMPC to 73256. 

Please remit all giving and financial correspondence to:  P. O. Box 79321, Charlotte, NC  28271. 

DOXOLOGY    

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise Him 

above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)  Joe Wilcox  

Hear us, God, as we bring these gifts to you. Help other people who are less fortunate than 

us. Help us to recognize how fortunate we are to be in such a great Church family. In Jesus’s 

name we pray, amen.  

https://www.smpchome.org/give
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=138679


 

WE GO OUT TO SERVE 

HYMN In Christ Alone Keith Getty and 

 In Christ alone my hope is found, Stuart Townend 

He is my light, my strength, my song 

This Cornerstone, this solid Ground 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 

What heights of love, what depths of peace 

When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 

My Comforter, my All in All 

Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, 

Fullness of God in helpless babe. 

This gift of love and righteousness, 

Scorned by the ones He came to save 

Till on that cross as Jesus died, 

The wrath of God was satisfied 

For every sin on Him was laid 

Here in the death of Christ I live. 

There in the ground His body lay, 

Light of the world by darkness slain: 

Then bursting forth in glorious day 

Up from the grave He rose again 

And as He stands in victory 

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 

For I am His and He is mine 

Bought with the precious blood of Christ 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, 

This is the power of Christ in me 

From life's first cry to final breath, 

Jesus commands my destiny 

No power of hell, no scheme of man, 

Can ever pluck me from His hand 

Till He returns or calls me home 

Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  Jake Royster 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,  

I can feel his mighty power and his grace.   

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.   

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.   

Surely the presence of the Lord is in our hearts, 



We can feel the bond of family though we’re apart. 

We will go and do the work of God as from worship we depart. 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in our hearts.  Amen. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,  

License #A-735003.  All rights reserved. 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 
Our Mission . . . to seek God’s will for our lives, 

joyfully responding to the Good News of Jesus Christ with Love and Grace. 

Come and Greet our Youth Worship Leaders TODAY after worship! Join us on campus at 

11:30 for this park & walk-up OR drive-through event (whichever you are comfortable with). 

You will greet and celebrate our Youth Worship Leaders and receive homemade treats from our 

SMPC bakers. Wear your mask, and we hope to see you today! 

Stop by Coffee Grounds ONLINE after worship today! After streaming our worship service 

live, join us anytime between 11:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. to see familiar faces and perhaps meet 

someone new. Email Nancy Metzler, nancy@smpchome.org for the Zoom ID#. 

Leading Worship this Morning   

Youth Preachers: Madison Gosnell, Kara Cushman, Maddie Dellinger, Jake Royster, Caroline 

Sinclair  

Class of 2021 Confirmands/Liturgists: Riley Bahnweg, Elizabeth Bartholomew, Ellie Celones, 

Kinsley Colson, Riley Cornell, Matthew Craft, George Elledge, Claire Fenton, Margaret Garand, 

Sarah Graham, Liana Hansen, Bennett Holder, Kasia Hurlburt, David Lee, Maisie Macholz, Lilly 

McAnally, Bryson McCoy, Ryan Muñoz, Laura Neligan, Brett Parrish, Shay Soderlund, Joe Wilcox, 

Evan Williams  

Youth Boomwhackers: Addison Hicks, Brooke Hicks, Kasia Hurlburt, Caroline Guy, Kara 

Cushman, Collin Cushman, Joanna Alford, Xander Case, Brett Parrish, Olivia Smith, Kate Smith, 

Sarah Graham, Parker Graham  

Youth Choir: Caroline Sinclair (soloist), Maddie Dellinger (soloist), Kara Cushman (soloist), Brett 

Parrish, Joanna Alford, Hank Jacobus, Kate Smith, Collin Cushman, Xander Case, Davis Lee, 

Addison Hicks, Brooke Hicks  

Worship Artists: Margaret Garand (painting), Maisie Macholz (photograph), Liana Hansen 

(drawing), Lilly McAnally (painting) 

A/V Teams: Kari Case, Xander Case, Sydney Wilcox  

 

In this time of social distancing, we want to stay connected with you! If you don’t receive our 

weekly email, sent out on Thursday mornings, contact Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality and 

Connection, nancy@smpchome.org. This email contains information about upcoming worship 

services and church activities, as well as messages from our pastors and staff. Also, check us out 

on Facebook: www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian. This link works even if you 

don’t have a Facebook account, and you can view photos, videos, and other church 

communications. 

mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
mailto:nancy@smpchome.org
http://www.facebook.com/southmecklenburgpresbyterian


Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church?  Through the gift of technology 

our Session will gather to welcome new members Sunday, October 25 at noon. Please consider 

joining our church family in this nontraditional yet meaningful way. To learn more, contact Nancy 

Metzler, Director of Hospitality and Connection, nancy@smpchome.org or 980-265-2839.  

CONGREGATIONAL NOTES (as of October 21, 2020) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Hunter Conway, as he recovers from surgery. 

• Craig Parrish, as he recovers from surgery. 

• Our church, our community, our country, and the world as we face this world-wide pandemic. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  prayer@SMPChome.org. 

There will be a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, November 1 at 11:30 a.m. for the 

purpose of electing Elders and Deacons.  

Outdoor Worship Service, Sunday, November 1 at 8:30 am (weather permitting) 

Register now (https://www.smpchome.org/) to attend our in-person, outdoor worship service. 

Everyone who attends must register in advance and masks are required. Please register by 

household—one  registration per household. Bring your own chair (we will have extras) and dress 

warmly! Our live-streamed worship at 10:10 am continues as scheduled.  
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