
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

PRELUDE    Messe pour les Convents: III. Recit de Chromhorne 
  Francois Couperin 

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

One:  The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you.  

INTROIT Bring Many Names Carlton Young 

* CALL TO WORSHIP    Rev. Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl 

One:  We gather in anticipation. 
Many:  We seek an encounter with our Holy God. 
One:  Our God who comes among us when we least expect it.  
Many:  Our God who invites us to wrestle with our questions 
 and doubts. 
One:  Our God who richly blesses us and calls us each by name. 
All:  Let’s worship God together!  

* HYMN  Come, Thou Almighty King   No. 2 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

Holy God, we ask for your mercy. We often think we know so much, 
that we know how the world works, that we know how you work. 
When we speak without knowledge, when we question what we 
cannot understand, when we force you into a box we can 
comprehend, forgive us, Holy One. When we forget your call to 
serve one another, when we place our needs before the needs of 
others, when we expect you to behave as we ask, forgive us. 
Remind us that, when you bless us, you bless us to pour blessings 
in the lives of others. Free us from the tyranny of our assumptions 
and the prisons of our expectations, that we may follow as your 
people who know that you are God alone. (silence)  

Leader: Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE  Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

* RESPONSE OF PRAISE   Gloria Patri  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP   Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

As the children four years old through third grade gather up front and 
recess to the Chapel for Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited 
to join in singing: 
 God of great and God of small, 

God of one and God of all,  
God of weak and God of strong,  
God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

* Please stand as you are able 

Congregation:  The peace of Christ be with you. 

Children:  And also with you. 

 God of great and God of small, 
God of one and God of all,  

God of weak and God of strong,  
God to whom all things belong, 

Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name. 

The children will return to join their families at the Hymn following the 
Sermon. 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl  

READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT  Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 
 Mark 10:35-40 Pew Bible p. 47 

One: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM Come, O Thou Traveler Unknown  
 arr. Thomas Gibbs, Jr. 

Come, O thou traveler unknown, whom still I hold, but cannot see; my 
company before is gone, and I am left alone with thee:  with thee all 
night I mean to stay and wrestle till the break of day; with thee all night 
I mean to stay and wrestle till the break of day.   
 
My strength is gone, my nature dies, I sink beneath thy weighty hand, 
faint to revive, and fall to rise, I fall, and yet by faith I stand.  I stand 
and will not let thee go till I thy name, they nature know.  I stand and 
will not let thee go till I thy name they nature know. 
 
I know thee, Savior, who thou art, sinner’s friend, nor wilt thou depart, 
but stay to the end.  Thy mercies never shall remove, thy nature, thy 
name, Love!  Ne’er shall remove, thy nature and thy name is Love!  
‘Tis Love, ‘tis Love; thou diedst for me!  I hear thy whisper in my heart; 
the morning breaks the shadows flee; pure universal love thou art.  To 
me, to all, thy mercies move; thy nature and thy name is Love.  To me, 
to all, thy mercies move; thy nature and thy name is Love. 

 Chancel Choir 
 Patti Kelly, soloist 

READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT  Dr. Brown 
 Genesis 32:22-31 Pew Bible p. 30 

One: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON Wrestling Dr. Brown 

 RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

* HYMN Bring Many Names  (1, 4-6) No. 760 

 The choir will sing verse 1  
 and the congregation will join in on verses 4-6 
 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed Rebecca Guzman 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 

Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third 

day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 

the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)  
  Rebecca Guzman 

. . . “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive  

our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.” Amen. 

OFFERTORY You Raise Me Up arr. Dan Coates  
  
 Today we collect our Spoon It Up Offering  
 for the Men’s Shelter of Charlotte.   
 A basket is passed following the offering plate. 

* DOXOLOGY  No. 592 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures 

here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, 

Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION   Rebecca Guzman 

As we offer our treasure and hearts to you, O God, may they be 
used to pass on the promise of hope, of peace, of life, of 
community to all in need of your gifts and presence in their lives. 
Amen. 
 

 BEARING AND FOLLOWING THE WORD 

* HYMN Lord, Dismiss Us With Your Blessing  No. 546 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  Dr. Brown 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 

 Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,  I can feel his mighty 
power and his grace.  I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see 
glory on each face.  Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.  
Amen. 

POSTLUDE  Come, Thou Almighty King arr. Gilbert Martin 
 

 



 
The Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   
 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 
 Rev. Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl, Director of Youth Ministry 
 Zach Bowyer, Director of Music and Organist 
 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 
 Patti Kelly, Soloist 
  

Online giving option:  As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, 
you may support SMPC’s ministries using your mobile device by texting 
SMPC to 73256 or give online at www.SMPChome.org/Giving. 

Please sign the Friendship Register as it is passed.  To update contact 
information in our database, contact:  SMPCoffice@SMPChome.org. 

Large print bulletins and hearing enhancement equipment are available 
at the Connection Center.  An usher will be happy to assist you.  

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church?  The 
Session will welcome new members today at 11:30 a.m. in the Chapel.  If 
you have interest in membership, speak to one of the pastors after 
worship today or contact: Nancy Metzler, Director of Hospitality & 
Connection, Nancy@smpchome.org, 980-265-2839. 

A Note to Parents 
We are so delighted that you and your children are here! Children are 
an integral part of our faith community, and we strive to support parents 
during worship. Here are some helpful things to know: 

• Children are welcome in worship. We understand that means 
wiggles! 

• We provide blue worship totes in the Narthex. Your child can fill 
it with items to help them engage in worship and return them 
after the service. 

• There is a nursery located in the Palmer Building with dedicated 
staff who are happy to keep your infant-three year old safe. 

• Children’s Worship is provided for children ages 4 through 3rd 
grade. The children gather after the Gloria Patri and return 
during the hymn after the sermon. During this time, they will 
explore the story interactively and engage with their peers. 

• There is a glider and screen located in Room 302, just down the 
hall from the sanctuary, for mothers who wish to have privacy 
while nursing. 

• During worship, the service is broadcast to the parlor, where 
there is more space to move around if your little one becomes 
restless. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Worship Teams  
Elder of the Day: Curtis Guy 
Ushers: Charles Casey, head usher; Judy Jones, Peggy Merritt, Kyle 
Smith, Carol Watkins, David Wooley 
Acolytes:  Emery Hicks, Elise Ullman 
Children’s Worship Leaders:  Kathy Graham, Kim Overcash 
AV:  Bill Bishop 
 
Hospitality Teams 
Coffee Grounds Hosts:  Ellen & Robert Clark, Emily Williams 
Greeters: Sally Jones, Chandler & Dave Spafford 

Congregational Notes (as of September 18, 2019) 

Remember in Prayer 

• La McLeod recovering from surgery. 

• Our mission partners in Bayonnais, Haiti. 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request:  
prayer@smpchome.org 

 

Deacons 
Moderator:  Tricia Gosnell 
Secretary:  Donna Brown 

Class of 2020:  Brad Alford, Kathy Gahagen, Tricia Gosnell,  
Brenton Hartman, Curtis Ireland, Carol Palmgren   

Class of 2021:  Donna Brown, Jennifer Hurlburt, Judy Jameson,  
Bill Ramsey, Ron Stephany, Manny Villa 

 

Elders 
Clerk of Session:  Mary Elledge 
Recording Clerk:  Gary Rawls 

Class of 2019:  Maria Davis, Kim Dracon, Jerry Hawver, Gary Rawls 

Class of 2020:  Mary Elledge, Guy Gosnell, Greg Hobby,  
Melissa White 

Class of 2021:  Meghan Bartholomew, Jack Fuller, Curtis Guy,  
Nancy Parrish, Doug Rhodes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

A Service of Worship 
   

15th Sunday after Pentecost 

September 22, 2019 

 
10:10 a.m., Sanctuary  

 

 

 

 

Our Mission . . . to seek God’s will for our lives, 

joyfully responding to the Good News of Jesus Christ  

with Love and Grace. 

http://www.smpchome.org/Giving
mailto:Nancy@smpchome.org

